




































Copy. 


* 


M 0 H R 0 V I A, 

January 14th, 1909. 

No.5. ' 

Africa. 

Confidant laL. 

(4000). 

Sir: - 


With raferanee to Mr. Mallet's despatch No.19 
of April the 6th last (9735/08) upon the question of 
the Liberian Judiciary, I have the honour to transmit 
herewith reports received from Mr. Lamont and liajor 

ft 

Cade11 on the subject. 

I desire to specially draw the earnest attention 
of His lalesty*s Government to Mir. Lament's despatch, 
the contents of which are without the slightest 
exaggeration, and absolutely true. 

There can be no real reform in the Liberian 
Judiciary because, in the first place, there are 
practically no Liberians in the country who know 

anything about law; and secondly, those who do, are 

■ 

incapable of administering justice. That British 


Sir Edward Grey, Bart., M.P., 

OtC . , -XC ■ , * 


subjects 


I 




subjects can be tried, fined, and Imprisoned by the 
rascals who call themselves judges, and by men of 
the Richardson type, is, 1 respectfully submit, a 
scandal which calls for the attention of liis 
Majesty's Government* If His Majesty's Government do 
not see their way to press the Liberian Government 
to accept a white judge, then will not the alleged 
paternal interest taken in this country by the 
Government of the United States assume that practi¬ 
cal form; and will they not urge the appointment 
of a white Judicial Adviser or Judge upon the 
Liberian Gove mine at? 

As I have reported so frequently upon the 
iniquity of these so called Courts here, 1 will 
not enlarge upon the subject further in this des¬ 
patch . 1 would, however, respectrally draw your 

attention to Foreign Office Memorandum !‘o.S4R9 J and 
dated March 4th, 1908 cm the subject. This paper 
clearly and succinctly summarises some of the pre¬ 
vious cases against British subjects in Liberia* 


The 


The remarks reported in this Memorandum to have 
been made by Mr. tfenrlck, the then Acting Assistant 
Legal Adviser at the Foreign Office, I most cordially 
endorse. 

I have &c*, 


{Si ©led) 


Brait hwa11e Wall1g. 



From 


it C 


E FINANCIAL ADVISER 

, . . TO THE * . . I 


.>S 

KNCOVERNMENT OF LIBERIA. 


4000 


To 


CAM AIK BRAITHWAITE WALLIS* 
H.B.lf. C0iJSUL-GEKEEAL 

mmaviA 


JM 30 19 03 

9 January 1909. 
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SIR, 

I have the honour to submit the following observations 


with respect to the state of the so-called Judiciary of Liberia 
and more especially in regard to its bearing on the estahlish- 
-merrfc of a Customs Organisation here. 

Last year on a tour of inspection I called at SI3TO 
thejffourth most important Port of the Republic, and found that 
a new Collector of Customs had been establishe^n office, a man 
ignorant of the routine and quite unfit to manage the work of 
the Port.On making enquiry, I found that the Collector ( Haca* 
-ulay) previously in office had been suddenly dismissed, al¬ 
though no charges had been made against him to myself. This 


officer as a matter of fact, had given me the greatest satis- 


-faction and was an excellent officer, but had displayed a seal 
in guarding revenue interests offensive to a certain Liberian 
trader at glno. This trader had been caught by Collector 
Macaulay s’rEiuggling goods wholesale ashore and he forthwith laid 
a charge against him. The trader Johns by name, was however 
equal to the occasion and, armed with two bottles of whisky and 
two tins of biscuits,he argued the case out with the local 
judge during the evening prior to the day of tri al. Whether it 
was the potency of the whisky or the argument it mayfbi- diffi¬ 
cult to decide, but the case was given against the Collector 
in no uncertain voice- goods smuggled to be released and the 
Collector mulcted in 43 dollars damages. 


I personally went into the evidence in this case; it 
was damning against Johns, and any impartial tribunal would 
have punished him heavily for bare-faced smuggling, 



















Or. my arrival in SI HO the court was threatening to 
levy execution on*the Go Hector, who had by this time been 
deposed fro bl office through the action of the Chief Justice** 
a resident of Sino - requiring that post for one of Ms support^ 
-ere, On my return to Monrovia, I represented this casebf gross 
injustice to the President, and insisted on Mr Macaulay being 
replaced. After much objection and discussion, I succeeded in 
getting Macaulay made Collector of Monrovia, and he is holiing 
the post to my satisfaction now* I give this case in detail to 
illustrate the methods in vogue here; judgment in court is 
bought and sold, and the highest bidder wins. 

I have attempted on two occasions to raise charges of 
smuggling and resistance to Customs officers against a German 
Firm here and in both cases I failed to induce the Attorney 
for the Government to take action* He had been "squared * by 
the trader and I found it impossible to get anything done* Of 
course X have no proof that the attorney was bribed, but as 
there was no reason why these cases should not have been carried 
through, I am quite certain that the usual means were used to 
extinguish the cases. Of course these facto become known, with 
what disastrous results to my authority and the revenue here 
can well he imagined* The Customs Department is not therefore 
supported by a strong and Impartial Judiciary, as it is imper- 
-ative it should. 

Then all the large Firms in Liberia are so largely 
the creditors of the Republic,that the Secretary of the Treasury 
does not dare to agree to a prosecution of any of them for 
breaches of Customs Regulation; if he does they ©imply give the 
debt screw another turn and the prosecution falls* 

The calibre of the so-called judiciary is appalling 
and when one come© to weigh up the diabolical effect their 
conduct and decision© must produce in the minds of the surround¬ 
ing Indigenes who cannot comprehend why the white man "©it© 
down" and acquiesces apparently to its continuance, one feels 
disgusted and eager to sever onefe connection with such a place 









as Liberia, British officials have, It will be understood* to 
be very tactful here, yet while forbearing to openly condemn 
the gross injustice, the bribery, the destruction of all equity/ 
the flaunting of tawdry rags of a bastard American constitutio¬ 
nal law,they cannot help praying that the day may soon dawn 
when the bolstering up of this effete and demoralising mockery 
will pass into the pages of history and give way to an honest 
wholesore administration* 

To convey an accurate conception of the ignorance and 
immorality of the Liberian judges is difficult. Personally I 
attended in the Quarterly Court here on one occasion when two 
sqabl ling attorneys, barristers of the Liberian Inner Temple, 
referred the question as to the difference between a crime and 
a misdemeanour to the presiding angel of injustice on the bench. 
To him this was a difficulty with no terrors, he would have 
tackled an exposition of the differential calculus with equal 
bravery. After a resounding thump on the box in front of him, 

{ and behind which he expectorated hugely at frequent intervals) 
he glared around savagely as if daring any individual to query 
his ponderous pronouncement^ and delivered himself of the follow* 
-tug in a strong na^al American twang- 'Some crimes are in them- 
-celves more serious than others, and those,you see,that are 
are not so serious as these are misdemeanours- and the rest are 
CRIMbSP Of course that clinched the matter, and after another 
heavy bang on the box, His Honour fell back, exhausted with the 
effort ( and morning potations of palm wine) and the attorneys 
simultaneously ejaculated as they rose * There you are l Just 
what I was contending** 

Amerlco-Liberians are never committed to gaol; they 
know the Judges too well; only bushmen with no one to look af- 
-ter them are stuck in the wretched hovels called gaols, and 
on occasion they are paraded heavily hung with chains in charge 
of a Liberian warder smoking a pipe and usually garbed in the 
most shockingly ragged fashion. 

Of course it is only the indigene reared on the out- 
-skirts of the Amorico-Liberian settlements who is available 

mm 
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not pasc to the jjpreat Interior with its masses of warlike tribes, 
neither does it even extend along the seaboard, for the whole 
coast-from Grand Bases to €avalla- a distance of ISO miles,is 
quite beyond the governance of Liberia except locally at Sino 
and Cape Palmas, and there the v-retched administration is a 
perfect mockery * 

The chief Associate judge here at Monrovia occupies 
the poet of Principal of the Liberia College; by name Robert 
B*Richardson- an Americo-Liberian of the worst type* He has 
hitherto enjoyed a reputation built on every crime in the cal¬ 
endar, comprising fraud, embezzlement, girl ravishing, etc* etc. 
and he was found this last autumn to have completed the edifice 
of his infamy by adding sodomy to the black list of his offence^ 
The fact that a being of this class has followers is sufficient 
index of their quality but he has raised a strong propaganda 
against President Barclay supported largely by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, one of the most virulent foes to Reform here. 

The reform of the Judiciary here unquestionably means. 
If anything at all f the abolition of the existing scoundrels from 
office, and the introduction of European officers of the usual 
District Commissioner type*The best method I woulc suggest to 
proceed is to insist on the appointment of a judicial Adviser 
who should be a European Barrister who would make a report on 


the unsuitability of the present system to the settlement of 
questions arising in connection with the aboriginal population 


who constitute the enormous majority of the people of this 
country, and who have a right to have justice meted out to them 
and opportunities given for redress as well as the ' ~ 


or 


thousand Americo-Liberi&ne who try to lE5>oee their vicious 


methods on all and sundry. The Chief Justice should certainly 
be a European barrister and the Civil Police should have at its 
head a trained European Police officer who could also sit daily 
in the Police Court here and try and settle cases summarily. 

The present so-called Judiciary here is composed of 
a Chi €*f Just ice, 2 Associate Judges, 4 Judges of quarter Sessions 
10 Judges of Probate- a collection of 17 of the worst and most 
villainous negroes on the WestCoast of Africa. President Bare- 



-lay weakly attempted to draw up a new scheme by which the num- 
-ber of these judges should be reduced from 17 to 7 but this \Y 3 S 
colletely broken up by the arrival of the Chief justice from 
Sino; he has too much influence, villain as he is, for President 
Barclay to be able to carry out any change whatever in theJud- 
-iciaryj and I am quite sure, and so is every one who knows the 
present state of affairs here, that nothing short of the most 

peremptory demands and threats will bring about the slightest 

* 

reform in the Judiciary here ; as a matter of fact these have 
already been tried and have failed, for nothing whatever has 
been done in this direction in answer to the Foreign Office 
Memorandum of which the President has a copy. 

The whole question of the reform of the Judiciary 
sh*oul , I think, be considered in conjunction with the proper 
administration of the Interior; the Coast and fifty miles back 
could first be dealt with, divided into Sistrlcts each under 
the administration of a Coimnissioner who could hear and try all 
cases punishable up to and by 6 mo- nths imprisonment, and commiT 
more serious offences to the High Court at Monrovia, presided 
oveijby the chief justice. But the first step to all this is un¬ 
doubtedly the insistence by Great Britain that a Judicial Ad- 
-riser shall be appointed who could also be vested with power 
In the way of ex-territorial jurisdiction in the case of forai- 
-gn subjects. Very good reaeon has been given for the immediate 
inauguration of such a tribunal in Liberia after what has been 
made public in the Litchfield, Blenkinsop, and Attia cases, all 
duly reported to Government, 

I trust that it will not be considered that I have 
gone out of my province in dealing with this question of the 
Judiciary, but I am unable to desist from, at least, attempting 
to faintly portray the actual state of affairs here in that 
branch. It is all very painful, and the presence of British 
Officials here very unfortunately icipartB an apparent acquiesc- 
-ence to the whole abominable fraud* I aa perfectly convinced 
that were the true state of matters here fully realised, that 







H .B, M * Gov ermaent would either alone, or in conjunction with 
France ana the United States of America, insist at once on 
drastic steps being taken with a view to end what is daily work 
lag incalculable harm to European prestige, and imposing the 
most ghastly wrongs on the countrys indigenes. 



Financial Adviser B.L. 







LIBERIAN FRONTIER FORGE, 





Copy. 

Confidential. 
( 4000 ). 


Dear Sir:- 


uonrovta, 

AFRICA, 

’November nth, 1908 


I have the honour to place you in possession of 
the following facte in connexion with the so called ad¬ 
ministration of justice in the local courts of onrovla 
which is, also, the practice in all other parts of the 
Republic. 

Since taking over command of the Civil p olice I 
have, naturally, been thrown more into touch with the 
.methods under which the local court is conducted and 
the manner of attesting to admins ter justice (sic) in 
same. 

In trief, the whole proceedings are a monstrous 
and disgraceful farce. Instance upon Instance could 
he adduced in support of this statement, not only nave 
these in the first place been brought to icy notice in 
the preliminary stages hut followed up in the courts 
subsequently. I have sought to put matters right and 
assist the authorities and presiding Justice of the 


HiB Britannic lajesty’s Consul, 
o n r o v la. 


Peace 



Psuce by every means in my power, but have met with 
stubborn opposition and deliberate Intentional refusal 


*• 



to allow justice to be acne. 

Corruption and. peculation of the very worst order 
are rife, ar.d a studied form cf miscarriage of justice 
set up* 

The praeidJnp , an let-rate Is a tailor with not the 
very slightest idea of how police ccurt proceedings 
should be carrJ out, still lees of the elementary 
rudiments of the law© of evidence, and certainly not 
of the local code laid down for the guidance of all 
Justices of the ^eace, salaries are actually paid 

the court officials, although this statement is Indig¬ 
nantly repudiated; they are expected to Take sa':,e out 
of the fees and still hand over 40? to the authorities 
e?s a cons id e rat Ion for securing for them their appoint- 
mentB, 

If any account be kept of the sui .e accruing from 
such fees, It is not seen by any but those who directly 
benefit from same, and so corrupt Is the procedure that 
T have refused to- allow the new ^olice ^crce to be, in 


any 


any way, connected with the court as heretofore; lest 
they, too, become contaminated with the vicious system 
of corruption- The magistrate has now been allowed 
to enroll 'special constables 1 who are outside my 
jurisdiction, and who, also receive no salaries, but 
participate in the ill-gotten proceeds from lines, 
fees 

The most Iniquitous feature of this deplorable 
farce is the manner of arras ting innocent and hanlese 
natives {bushmen} and native British subjects, from the 
conviction of whom the fees &c*, are obtained, 

Although the law - says that no person or persons, 
unless actually commit!log a breach of the peace In the 

j 

sight of a constable, is to be arrested without first 
reporting bu: .e and taking out a summons, (which, by the 
way, is al&c a source of revenue to the court, and my 
constables are forbidden to act contrary to this law) 
yet the special constables, cr any Justice of the Peace, 
and they are legion as you know, rake a regular practice 
of going to the local markets or the Ingresses to the 
town a d arresting as many natives as they know to be 


possessed 



possessed of property or stock, and arraign the id forth¬ 
with cn seme ficitiouB charge, refusing them the right 
to call witnesses In their defence, and the privilege cf 
interpretation of the evidence against them is indignant¬ 
ly withheld. 

Conviction fellows as a matter of course, consisting 
of a fine and costs, which must be paid on the spot, or 
the prisoner is marched off to the sheriff’s cells until 
either his friends pay the money, or property ana stock, 
far in excess of the fine «c., is seised. Should the 
unfortunate prisoner have no friends or Insufficient 

a * . w 

stock c., he is cast into a miserable dungeon and there 
detained indefinitely working in gardens, and for Government 
officials, chained heavily night and day, often for days 
without food, and finally released when probably death is 
at hand. The sheriff, as part of hie perquisites, debits 
the authorities with 9d per diem for the maintenance of 
these prisoners. 

T have since my appointment, when present in court, 
refused to allow any such miscarriage of Justice, with 
the result that if the case is likely to go in favour of 
the prisoner, who is a Liberian subject, he is at once 


remanded 






remanded to the 'Ouarterly Court'; if a British subject 
the charge withdrawn. 

In the former case the ran is, nevertheless, subject 
to exactly the sans procedure as if he were convicted 
and his stock seised and imprisonment carried out; and 
if the ran decides to "fight the case", either it is 
stuck out of the calendar, or the attorneys' fees so 
high, as to preclude the man appearing before the court; 
in the latter case, the British subject is so t, elected 
and worried that his life is made a burden to him and 
he may exyset, any moment, to be again arrested and 
dragged before the court so that his constant absence 
from his duties compels his employer to regard him as a 
nuisance, and he loses his billet. 

Tn this connexion T would bring to your notice that 
there are a large number of so called "attorneys* who 
hang around the court and impose themselves on prisoners 
v.ho reject their offers of assistance from a bitter ex¬ 
perience, and yet they are compelled to take up the 
case for the prisoner by the presiding magistrate, he 


adding 



adding their fees (which are net regulated) to the 
fine and court tees, and they, of course, sharing in 
the plunder obtained as T have pointed out or participating 
in the prisoners 1 labour advantages for upkeep of their 
gardens, &c . These attorneys are *in the ring" with 
the author! - i^s, ana are political deadheads who derive 
a livelihood in only such ways, 

Since my frequent interpositions, British subjects have 
been severely left alone, and, to some extent, the practice 
cf illegal arrest diminished, but the mo-neat it Is known 
that T am out cf Monrovia the thing comences again. 

I have tried to point out to the Chief Magistrate 
the iniquity of the whole system and the danger to be 
feared from a preconcerted act cf revenge of dissatisfied 
natives who are very numerous and all I can get out of 
him 1 b:- *t am carrying out orders, my wife and children 
:ust te fed somehow ana i must sup:ort those who appoint¬ 
ed me to my office”! 

These are facts which are a matter cf co: non report 
and which cannot ta easily set aside, t bsvs done all 
can to put a stop to them but all in vain, and as you 


are 


are aware when represented to the President he merely 


laugh 0 and treats - he affair as a huge joke. 

lately the treatment, owing to the tightness of 
money, has become so bad that the natives have flocked 
to the ca:Tip in large numbers,' and will not leave the 
precincts of eanie and beg to be brought under the care 
of "the Sritieh Consul", for your just and kind rule Is 
well known to all the natives near and far, 

If I may venture a suggestion;, from all reports to 
hand, X enoulc not be surprised at any moment to hear c? 
an act cf reprisal of a very serious and combined nature 
cn the part of the aboriginal population who have been 
robbed of almost everything they posse be, even to their 
women. 1 'any right minded Siberians who are afraid 
tj hat they and their families may suffer at the hands of 
these natives have approached m with a view to protec¬ 
tion when the time comes. 

The President Is powerless to intervene as the 
Police Court and all connected with it, except my police, 
are run* under the joint dictatorship- of Howard and 


Fichardson. 



!ichardson. 


(Pinned) 


I 


T have, ^c ., 

K, "ackay Cadell, 
Major; 

Chief cf Civil Police. 









Copy. 

No.13. 

Africa. M 0 N B 0 V I A, 

Confidential. January 22nd, 1909. 

(6687) 

Slr:- 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
Mr. Langley 'e despatch No.74 of December the 10th last 
(38718/08), informing me that the King has been 
graciously pleased to appoint me to be His Majesty's 
Consul-General for Liberia, and inclosing the Poyal 
Commission. 

This new rank will not only be of great assistance 
® to me in furthering the reforms in tills country, but 

will also, indirectly, be of assistance tc all British 
Officers and Merchants working in Liberia. The weight 
and status of the 3ritish Representative here will also 
be much strengthened thereby, not only in the eyes of 
the America-Liberians (which under the circumstances 
is a point of some importance); but alec with the 
Foreign Representatives and merchants as well. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) Braithwaite Wallis. 


Sir Edward Grey, Bart., M.P. 
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Private & Confidential• , Liberia, January 30th 1909 


Hoar HP Antrobus, 


V.:ony 4,-wiles for your' kind noi-a Mirasw- 
lodglng ny letters . I understand & appreciate 
the tellerey of +-h. Ituption, ft X an onlir 


ful if you • •ill to na the honour of listening to 
what X hp.vo to say in behalf of m w race « oOmVtry. 


X »jn afraid iV.t i-jiv refOtei-- •ill 
not be voluntarily carried out V-;/ tne rut no r- 
ities fcore. Information as to niio nature o- 
thu refoma required Aae been until recently 
rrLth hel i fro the p< ople , no rs to rllow 
opportunity for all sort? < o* «il* ruroure * 
Misrepresentations bb to the intentions of 
tire at Britain. The people in the leeward 

count! r who never see "W ! ’-® Tfa P ^'* 8 fror 
abroad & icno’* nothin:? of tho out ri le orld 
rare • rif on to<b;l officials hero 'filfully 
nisren resenting tne intention of /sn l'-nd 
p ,)& filling tne ninda of oers of the 
'Legislature in tjiose parts "ith prejudice 


_ 



con- 


fpfcjU'Uco ajainr the B^foiros. > Mien tnoy/ ri lved 
lior: t 'not--ithstrn iinf? n T iU - CQrj> _ 

action Of in- jilS^rcfe's^ (impressions that 
t,J ' •' reived , the.' hart promised their 

stituents' td oppose everythint and they have 

* 

done so in the action I herewith enclose en- 
titloi "Joint He solutions " &c. 

Eie rction ou 'Jit to have o >n vetoed 
by the -resident in a Message expounding the 
views & acquirements of the Po^rs , but tnis i 

Rot ,ono * * b0+ b Resolutions -ere alia ed 
to pass into law by "limitation", ho-In* that 
the President ~'as unwilling to *ho- his hards 
'hi le anxious o get the credit'along the 
Po vrs of being in favour of rfefoms. 

° ' 3 L '"*** » if he is really m fw . 

our c ' her:' , Ihe is only passively so/VMr he 
i^.s by no action exhibited tne least anxiety to 
oarry them out. The people had not even 
'mHrd'o* then until I arrive t here a, out t ,, 0 
' eM of* ldst month & began to explain to them 



** tWtiV> In iheij. ignorance t«y 

lM’. 3 ineh * .«M, ,,mt a, : S lld „oul , never inter- 
# 

fere ^ KtRtus iUO, ■•miell they bulled 

— « ordih^ca of nature . m8 l3nomic , ^ 

is tad ft till exirt, in no ?t astounding fom in 

the **««**• ' **- O ' -non are fro, tide W 

£?, £*** 1711110111 ^#8 * Poverty «tricken, > 
addicted -o the bot* lu , ft easily Wec.Hiblo to 

bribes by -ho o - ho in per an rob the p t 0 pie of 

their ri -. t,h to : , }t p r;, H • ■ •elves in the confort- 

able ft lucrative berth-, they occupy, Mtiotffc 

care or rospon-ibility to po V er not excess- 

/ t \ 

1M * ,4> peounl " I 7 1» . W warpare , 

“ ,J “ ' ,0MS 0f * «**«"* P-rtf.K*. mportad 

t0 **» *“» "»*»« *» P°'"®r fp/tinl incnfluto 
by an orjaaisu l •• Wo» bribiaj ' !> y -■ 

systow tnuy ttp .-e <*Ungu|«he« too opposing rrrty 

* - ‘Of 111 i :ti crif'i ' n *-h 4. v 

1 > n ^ they boon existent , 

•tom, hrvo forwa by „ f tt o Wlot bo* 

tha rpoulreit Mom* , if only for 
o»plt 1 , upon -h un illin B ' ml obetruotlvo 






Liberia oxistr- 


obstruct! 70 adi.-inistrn.ti'" • 
under the iii e off aV o called^Constitutional 
lovemnent rdth only one political party , * at 
tj. nc- d o ’ - ni ' party called "mg', 'stands a 
nei'ber of * be Cabinet » 'as -beret ary oi the 
Tre sury, control in 3 the public ■. iraxices in 1 be 
into root of his party . Liberia ir a tyranny 
unexampled in any part of A Tien , using tho 
machinery instruments of Anglo-?*xon rale , w 
which, under Anglo-axon 1 , :*.a :es for fairness & 
justice to every r^n, '3 tne nouns 0’ spoil tion 
& dparoseion, to which fnore naa hden no par¬ 
allel Inc- King Theobald' wAp driven from his 
throne by fJnglit h justice, an interference of 


which Lib ri* is not- in crying roof. 

I cannot b> Have, i say it - ith deep 
r . iretf , Vhat the Prosid. nt is incore, though I 

ve f1 iul nt.-ly- from the b ginning of his. a.d— 

■ ^at i 

Minis’ ration , d -fended hi: p11icy in public 


pfint ’ in private. W ny presence on the 


dot * interviews * 1th hir: have hem m , 

/ 







( n &, t thio, Uihe all politic^ariF of c-rtain 
cla ss , says many things >v' loos not roan & 
m-ms iipn^r things aiiich in his public utterances 
jio „;uppre3ses* do ii-d a sp I ended opportunity 
in his recent' Hfk ;a?e'td uve to the people an 
ahllgrt ning exposition of the nature & the 
neces ity of the Sefoms required 1 ' the p6oteb* 
& :ho* f inp his on a Die si on to the: , but ho 
refrain-d from .oinp so * <c 1- ft ■ he people to 
indulge i>. the ireuriR of alio past* that the 
Po*-or: c^n only 11 advise 11 i "recjttest” but 

f 

cannot act in no pAfnirs o bib ria. 

Tno recent act ion of ''he I»e r ?islaturo 


is iiot the fault of tno nation as a hole* but 
of a ■action^ or'ly h 'hat a section' • -Aicii .••«» for 


e tot;/ years 'naan nil in • tjiip portion of Africa 


* -ith. uni ini tod no--er 1 , 'ft during the hole 

period has proved it re If unfit to bo trusted 

-Uth such no er, that Junl nd it appear■« to 

* 

me should ho is not to destroy the indepeh ion- 
co of liiboria but by c-qyerts in < very depart- 


i iont , ub/ject it 



• o a United 

_ 


ii d 


on donee’ 



rx 




i iiVrtop nduce of Liberia Hit by exp. rbs' iii e-tery 
department, subject it to a limited ir. U pendence 
. uch as rirt'P't enjoys, until * n people cpii u 
sufficiently twined to und ratand end • o bo 
guide 1 by An do- : aov principles of Tovemnent. 

’■hat they have no* * is *•, mischievous caricature 
of that enli r .T.ene ' system , 

A'prince from the Cape ' ount district 
ell educated in English ideas, arrived aero the 
other day end infor sd ne y< sterdey that he by 
been ’legated by alt the chiefs of his country 
■ n ‘ neighbouring list riots, to re juost the Pre¬ 
sident to carry 'oiit the reforms demtndod by the 
Powers, ari < that they are willing to be ta*dd 
one pound ( £1 ) a'htad to assist in the expense 
of ringing a out. these deforms • specially as 
they rel .to to the frontier yorce organised and 
commanded by r\1or Cartel 1. ' A'petition signed 

by 300 ireboes representing aOpOO people from 

the Oavalla diver district has Just reach »d the 
legislature earnestly entreating * : uat august 

____ 
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» 


t 


' .r- 


■ 


august body o adopt and loni-alate In favour of 

V * 1 O' 

t h e refonus.1 We nave then aborigines on our 
South »nt“rn frontier urging the ”• 'onis : they 
represent the • ?hole aboriginal' pdpulation* °hd 
pot the lQ .Ti3lPt.ura hds ^thought proper t,o carry 
out their o n prejudices and defy tho Peers. 
Appeals fron within nd appeals ’non "ithout/ are 
nothing to then. 

It ir or - 'Quid he enusing' t d read 


t.iuir jiigh sounding ^solutions, if one <lid not 
tnini: of the *mste of tine and tide serious edn- 
: o ’uences upon n country ox" such v st pdssitili- 
ties. The only hope of many is that -in land 
•■ill at once interfere and pu - n end this 
poll- ionl • bsurdity. 'hose -eople in Legislature 
assembled do not ovm a. boat or craft of any hind. 
All tide conveyances in the river to taie then to 
ho s teanor dch is to ta.:o tner: ba.cl; hone are 
oiTied by white non. The steamer is white ? "n's 
property. They cannot manufacture an ounce of 


bii« holJalx/qo 




> have never lone iv r o ' 




■ 






of these tnin£T3 4i nd cfiii' ntivor : o then, and yet 
v,r Hn g up.t they to bombard a native 

district, rrsnd Casa, • dxidh tile:' threaten, cdn- 
tftins a population of a him tred thousand people, 
and one ignorant LiborlHa Coradssioj^fis t4> pro¬ 
ceed tiiithe: r in the Liberian runbopt, eoi.ucpndod 
by a British i fficer, renain or. board ■* he "Lark" 
and demand that.’the people shall p p y a Favy' t^z 
Ac. 3 o Idberim i punolttdd b^ tne natives 
to lafi 1 at brand Cess. l ow, is not this p. i>m-e 

sn a soph ai that ought at OJ.ce to edase in the 
name ox' h inanity »>nd tovemrent of any kind ? 

The "Joint resolutions" contain of fur-ions which 
only mulatto self confidence axil inpudenee in 
contei ; pt of both races could conceive* 

The spirit indicated in the 2nd. 
section of the Resolution ori 

rrand Cess s. o *n no* ' tne provisions o ' *■ dv j 2nd, 

Section of the do solution on the '’rontior :’orc 

v^oul ■ bo carried out. This spirit v-euld tor- 
* \ 

ninatc- the entire aboriginal population and 








/ 
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PXld I :\V the counvxy s Rate, if It Carnot hP,VB 

jf V 

it.3 • TV‘« 

' r, ho first thine ths Legislature tic' 

on arrival here 'fas co increase their n?y fron 
r \ 

sic hundred to eight hundred dollars, determi¬ 
ne + , as soao of th ’a. r dre hoard to spy, to spend 
on themselves the aone:r raised by L^nont in the 
Custonr* Fuch a people are ope less,* 

Fihco *vritring the above I have loam 
od that it is lively that fro t }-ritain '-ill re¬ 
tiro 'ro i the scene ™rA leave the Liberians to 
contend ^fith the French, I hone that this report 
is not true, but if true the French ill teach 
■then, 7 -1+Jioat delay, t ie lesson they need to 
loarn in the interest of Libori . and Africa. 

But t a; inclined to think that in 1 *■' 
the interval - in tha transition from Bn.dish to 
Branch influence - there t*.n be t. civil r-ar, in 
which -rJtors may bo t loodgmad. 

iioro need iff cv. r bi o such tran- 
ition. The pr once of . runboat in the four 


principal harbors of • no -5o’>ublic 1 elliny the 




\ 




' the people what is required of 'then would :;oon 
sdttle :.liters, : o ", nnby io not believe that 
urope ' ,r ill interfere ±n their natters. 


I inten led to enclose the Joint 


elutions, but as £ close my letters Cfiptn, 
'<‘*JLlis ins ny oop; r»nl has not yet r turned it, 
u ■< you "ill S' <j it in the Office,' 


As I fin l that tin;re is a little 


; ore tire before the nail clo; s, I till a -> t - r:o 

following. 


It is uvi lent that *in behalf of t.40 


( native races and a soloniirt terri 
• * * 


American lovoninont has nurgusted pnd as edmaon 
* sdnse and common justice suggest this pernicious 
caricature s . 1 il l ■>; drought to an end. 


( > 


in t1pu> l has lone too nuch and e 


pende ! too much of blood and treasure in West 
Africa, to allow Lit aria to be ta;on ffoi.t her, 
when Providence aeons to be deftrly pointing to 
It. not- only a her sphere of in 1 .once tut, as 
her field of labour. 












4 


But vjvi tlsad 'ot philanthropy a»rt for 
diplomacy is p**rb* The natter should be at once 
tpj-yn in hand : and, on the principle [that inter 






p . ma 1 e38s si1©lit $ Liberi& b i iO Id n8 t|o 1 l t; at 
while the Kefozvts pjpo being o' rried. out the so 
called Legislature should be fot "side ^hrt 
■Onoliahnen sent out to -orry out the' Rdfom; . 
An English expert should be placdd in evory 




Department. An over-dialning naiority of the 

people desire this. j l«fr making macninory' a v 

sh Id consist# of one Liberian - 'ron each county 

mnh one native chief appointed by the British 
* 

i-ovomrient or roooMa©n led to 1 no Liberia 
vcnuierrt for appointnent t / the local expert* 

These non no alt rdoeive a salary of 10 shillings 

■■ * 

a day while in session# nv-t nil* age J wrt no 
session should continue lonvor than a ^ortninnt * 1 
This would involve an enomou^ saving of the reve¬ 
nue in loii is now squandered by an i^normit irres~ 
ponsib 1 e 110b onl 1 ed a Lertslrture* ’or “-j ie ' r ortc 

to bo done no other machinery in needed and one 
—oult be o af fective* 
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A Hut’ o*»t should 1 a at Monrovia. to a 

l v 

f-oa •• hat "these p.ite at' Mast initiator!, & 

British everts at their posts. "here would not 
be the slightest difficult;- - in the matter. All 
' he intelligent ]• roes, except a forr in office, 
and .-11 the Aborigines are ••nrious for an' irbie- 
cllatn change. 

I an clad ' hat tho able British, re- 
presontntive on the spot a as promptly info mod 
tne Iiibcrian ’loyernraent that tho baribardinp of 
Irani Ooss &o., Ae.» will not oe permitted, 

I npy be permitted td stat that unl< 

T>reo .uvi. on i t >on , r heii tho eTieits are 

* * 

\ \ 
x 

Rent to oairy out the Refolds there ’ ‘ill be 

■ V x ' ■ ' I i , 

resist an e during '*hich President Barclay nay 
lo f e his life. 

I cannot belie ve that, Ire at BritPin 

■ ith tho cooperation of tne fid'*ers will leave 
ajiy atone unturned ■ o renovo this 1 lot fpon the 
man of Africa, called Liboria^erepf : i Vy a lis-?t* A 
ditod class of people everywhere the enonles p t ' 



progress 























''ours 
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■ 



(signed) JWwri.' .Bly lea. 



R.1 1 .Antrobus, ids. . 














Ooloni s.l Office 
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A' -IGA. 

CCS T1 X , T1AL 



■ 


Fir, 










Mtc .1 -of-rence to iy d.jspa ciies'> 6s. 

1 : % , nr. t : y toleyrasw ! os.S 4 3 , X 'navo 
A.ie nonour t" report that X on Ip received your 
rr lorre.’.s os.-? ■<? 4 of t-ie 5th,Inst., & I on. 

5 6 of the 6th,inst,, at iiday c February 

ti 16th, 

T.ie fitate of affairs hare havin'/ boon r 
.nost serious , '"o have been ejectin'? :<o;io as— 
i tanoe for the past three ■weeks. His d.v)s- 
ty*s Fiiip " utine " arrive ! k itanrovift on 
t, lQ lote.instant. ’ It t been previously 
reported by • io tnat the attitude a tented by tne 


The di^ht Honourable 


f if 2, -ray, 1 -rL., ‘ ,'r,. 




r r ca * 



C C cV 



'-O • f 1 CC m # 









i 1 * 


* - * 


* 



t»no Ai:ori 50-LiberiF’Jia beards the Fritish here 
’'as distinctly hostile and fron enclosures in 
these lespatchoa lb '*111 be seen tnat rr.Tjiiottt 
pail tno * ritlsh officers of the Frontier ‘©roe 


havo been coupello l v carry revolvers for self 

*> 


protection. ' X also reports id that some eighty 
soldiers ill Liberian e; ploy under Mejor Lonaac 


iiM arrived -'ran the interior ’ith their a-"?.!? 


an ! pil ariition i: *ith t ”0 years arrears of 
wages due to the: on the Liberian Qoverment. 

"’nose nen stated that unless they ■ ore prid 
they t’ould bum ’ionrovia utiny. I inclose a 
; statement nado by -rone of the non in the pro— 


once f rspntn.' br.ro* con an din./ His 

' f ai>.v ty's Fjiip " ' itino " &'j c'solf. 1 (biolo 
sure i o.l,), 


The rwlority of taoso non **dre Bri¬ 


tish subjects from the Sierra Leone frontier. 


h( ’rover 


Tile : .dst serious state of affairs , 

7 

, -© 4-1 


reached den the non of the 


Liberian 'rontier Force also threatened to 






3 



to Mutiny , r.artth into ! onrovin nit:; t olr ars s 


Jr 


aranunition & demand f rd:i the Liborion Q&rejm- 
nont by force ‘if necessary, oeversl : ioivU'is 
arrears of pry tie t*o then ; *s *?ell ps atonms t? 
the insuli n "that, hart reeu heaped, upon their 
officers & theiaselves for several nonths past 
by numbers of tue Mberlati officials of this 
}qv mnent. Ilajor Loner's unpaid soldiers 
* 'culd , tney stated , join v-ith their.* 

The unr©s v in the Frontier Force' hrtl* 
tor reasons state t above > boon steadily growing 
■Uis rast ; and "pa represented to no 



officially or More ihsm one occasion by the 
British Officorn in omnpjvi of the “’oreo# X 
* r dE5 therefore P.t last conpellod to bfinr this 
state of sf :'airs t.- br e notied of the Ml erian 
1 lovomnent by despatch,' cdpy . ia enclo¬ 

sed. 

] o notice of this , '. o’-ovor , ‘"as tsX:en 
by the’ Liberian -lovomnent. On February tne lit 








11th., ajor Cabell reported in * writing: lo tno 
President the condition of affairs , stating 
■that he had udne ilia test to !;oep the non' <_ Jiet 
■’( r »»>«.' ;lontns upon repeated assurance:: -iron 
by the Libeai^n Oovomaont an to ti eir pr\y. „)nt 
vhich proninen , notever , remain unfulfilled. 

On tue same day , X aceivod a Idapatch 
fro.: t ,o Liberian ocrotnry oi Into for^ardir. 
lie a cop.- of ajor ‘a! ll*r letter , £? a/itually 
su'go: ting that tills officer "as inciting t .e 
i .on of • ■ 'oroo to rating « re ollion. ( .inelo- 

pure bo.3,). Grptrin 1 onro , R.li., rl^yaolf 
r ad this locunont a>ith i.ucn surprise ; tot.: of 
us bding of opinion that tho accusation r 'ainst 
i >Jor Oa tell - *a: = totally unfounded , »nd "as 
moreover , nr do 1 y x., .o Liberian lovomront ~d!th 
the object nf oniea.vouring to throw the b.lene 
of/tjhoir ini'juitou- behaviour 1 crur is tlio Bri¬ 
tish officers here upon tJie shoulders Of Msjor 
Carte!!* A ‘copy of iiy reply t*o the Liberian 
ftecretRiy of ?ta‘to iO enclosed* '(^closure 





?closure j o*-U). 

Tag Liber 3 an t3overnnent t on too ; steps 
to cause Major Op idll arid Captain Blyt.ii to 
leave tuo F.arraais , as ^ell as aivo up t ie runs* 
a icoutmionts , stores nt other ihteriel , 
itn a vie-- tc tills property 1 dir/ handed over 
to r- . -erico-Liberian " Mrijdi 1 . M Major Cadell 
' therefore ^1? ce i in a position of considor- 
able liffi nilty* Tor > the non *mve in sucu r 
state of e:xei tenant sni so angr/ ttu tne' Libe¬ 
rians that it Tfduld have been positively dangerous 
for any .Aneri co-Liberian officer td ontor the 
Farracfcs* Also Major Cadell before leaving 
naturally wished them td hand rr all articles 
in nis char o 1 r the proper .armer <pLvin^ a 
receipt for the too- Is, io boinp responsible 
for then until this **as done* tin ner , nad 
ior Oadell & Ceptaln Blyth quitted the Barracks 
at that nonont & left the Men , thoy (the udn) 
ni/iit nave e/on turned on their qthi officers 





o 


■i •• •* ■ - 

- . 

officers ? accused "then of deserting then in tue 
tixse of ■their trouble IS Just, before an attack* 

It, can periians bo understood that* by tills tii to 
the excituuent in the place** -^s at fever neat. f 
and on tne I 8 th*in tant, the Liberian Jovero lent 
had so far lost their heads that t*ie Pros! Uuit 

V 

sent jae a despatch (copy enclosed No* 6 ,} to 
c'-at© taat unless ajor Cade 11 handed /er tne 
^ArraciwS at or so, tue *© vestment proposed to 
talze it by force rdlich m&a&b of course a fight, 
HO also requested iie to call upon all British 
o ubj © ctr to e vaouate ti ie ‘ x r p^cIis jj: \o li at o ly * 

' ^:rr, ile, all tne dburlfu. Ulltia hart boon 

embodied ; :r> . ; a i iunition listributendt 

only to the Liberian sol iiery, Put also to 
so, 10 of tne natives as 1 oil* A hundred non 
of tno Liberian Militia ndvencod pJj iost to the 
pates of tile Chun, picuats * -ere out in tno to**n 
pnl in iiaoriiiinato firing of guns by the Libe¬ 
rians toon place nest of the day & night, ' T1I0 
lives of ti 10 KJuropeRns ^ro in idugor, ospo- 



especially t oso of tne I ritish ; and at any 
: :o: ont fightina tod a&asacre nlrjht have occurred* 
In the i-ii 1st of all this I hAd to decile' --hat.her 
to c 11 for tixe iaadiac of cone an .ad F-lu© 



t : achats f i‘Oi; . f.utine.“ I ~ as urped 

to do this; 'but considered that it was' advisa¬ 
ble to abstain as long ps . cssiblo fro; , 1 lfn lira 
- Vritia.; ar. .u i force at Monrovia, ad a ytror, • 
ccnot-ruction . „ • t . a/e boon placed upo? i _ aotdo A • 
1 ha 1 arranged, no- over, ' iti Captain Konro \o 
coir'-nienta ' 'itJ': hi.'; by signal '-'hen no vculd 
instantly cause stops to be tricar, to land the 
Blue Jacket: as cmio&Li* "s possible for our 
protection. 


, receipt f rosidont Barclay's 


letter (enclosure T o. 5, ) in tno ni l;? of th© 
intense ©jccitoiient and alnru in the place, 
placed no in a. position of errt re. i© li fficulty 
for +no following reasons : - 

The Idborito T-o/ rmient apparently -.'i3hed by son© 


nems or other to act us involved in this affair 








affair. ' . or'lnriiiT out of the T’-arraote all 
r.ritish subjects as requested V; - tho Prosidont, 
v: ; i Cji in«lu*U.--l t.-io rritish officers, non-con- 
nlssioned officers & others of the frontier '• , o"oe 
froii Pierra Loone, the .it-.t have actually 

striated fichtinr & ti e 1 lane of this --ould have 
assuredly loon throw or :y shoulders for .".vine 
in'erfered. If o: t o other hand I refrained 



& ro: iated, I sho d i also have boon Vla~.ed'fdr 
not tiuiine 3teps to endeavour to prevent the 
anil illation of the Liberian ' ilitia., by the 
Liberian 'ores, p£^ wdll as tde proV' , b'lo to— 
struotion of 1: onrovia and the loos of nany lives 
our (■' dnolutod. 1 


After careful' consideration with Mr 


far.oe, the Secretary and actino Consular A pent 
here, I decided to taJss the fomer cdurse and ad 
if eased the follo~in" letters to President 
7.8J Barclay and ■ djor Retell. ( ddo 1 osuros os. 






9. 

# 


los.6.7.8.)* fn±s 'action proved to bo tile 
correct one, for upon Major Gadell, the officers 
pjid men receiving : y i -ritten inst ructions 
(Onclosuro : o.8) they R* once evacuated tils 
Barracks, the non laying ddwn their nr fro 

t rdi^ainder of the wen of tno Frontier Force, 
stating that they would not serve under ih-ierico- 
Liberiren officers’ also left the Barrack leaving 

f 

their arris behind 'thexa m on of course caused 

/ 

tfte breaking up of the whole force, cr 'ing to tne 
scandalous behaviour* oS the Liberian Govern cut. 

'rosi lont } arclry arid Tovermomt ap¬ 
pears to be very grateful for tne «t titude I ’ 

* , 

adopted, and X received the' enclosed ldtter 
of than .« fron His Hbccellency . ( Inolosuro 

] o,9). 

The eveitement after this subsided so.e 
what, although nany people reimined about the 
town firin ' indincri’ inately. j 

It rrao a fortunate thing I nart sone 
days previously as reported in a fomor Uss- ’ 

1 — 




\ 





K . 



despatch caiiaoH t>uo balk of the an is ■* miunitio 
vrhiah nat b on supplied to the Liboripa itopub- 
(lie by tao ’>.r Of'ice, to be renoved, nd tills 
h&d undoubtedly r - 0 : .o-’hftt discouraged tae ? on of 
t; ie frontier co to fipat. 

TTpon the advice of Mr.Lwcent Financial 

V 

Adviser,(enclosure : e.lO) & Captain ? onro, „ 
these air s i the r :; rjiitiosn etc., are being 
tup to ^iorrp. Leone iy FV y." ‘ utlne 11 
to be handed ever td tno Chief Ordnance Officer 
there until ' r d-her instvactions. As tie 

Liberian Govermient have not paid a cunt for 
these arsis etc,, - as £ have been informed by 
the 'iunncial Adviser that they are not llJaely 
to, I trust, t.ial :y action in tills respect '"ill 
bd supported approved, no re especially' ad 
their presence in tee country at tho pr cent tin ' 
is a source of i-nper. '' Also that this 'Tdvom- 
Bent aas treated the Britisn officers & non-eoimis- 
sioned officers in a ; ost disgraceful r^ay • -nich 
has been the eons of tho breaking up of the 

- 



j T ThoIe Morco. 


V 

Throughout/ this trying «u critical 
situation I uavo received o^er;* support u* ro- 
si stance of Captain C*£l,Monro# coianand- 

i v; I,' ■ Litino " t thin officer ueld id* ~ 

self and Ms s/dp 121 readiness for any oner- 
pency and arrie ! out ;y wishes h successions 
■ it l vug uti; rt pro* ptness h despatch* 

Tho- presence of too 11 Mutino 11 con¬ 
tributed to'mrds the prevention of n grave 
disaster & Captain Monro's services wife of 
great assistance to bo. 

Up to the late of writing this d js- 
patchj natters rfc uietor* 

Mae services of tho T 'esr African 
Beglnent, as reported In your' t*)legran Ho*4 * 
vill not ncr7 bo required : and tho Oovcmor 
of 5'iorra Leone ha*n been so infomod* 

I have arranged rritn Captain Hdnro 
that ail the non-co-lnissioned-df floors and 
their families ffo Sierra "eone bo returned 




4 

m 


v 


4 

,12. 

• ' 

* - • 1 

i . ’ - : 

- ft ! 

i' * % - 1 

r 

reticle! to that Colony ir H*! .S." atlne ", 

* 

As to ' ;0 .?cpjvipJ.ou£ treatoent of tae 

\ 


TritisL Officers i; tne ''rentier ?orce by the 


Liberim Cove Tj.int vno up to tae present r.ftvo 

not been nr.it their salaries, C Td.ll report 


iAiis nrttor in ? sepM-site idspatflah* 

By the bv; c^aiblo behaviour of tnis 

*lovenx :ont, a valuable 7orco, (tbs best n : ip^t 


efficient Liberia ;i*a evar po^sesasi), naa m 

• 

tS3tro; r ed ; "ait tho hard & trying vorlt of t .0 

<% 

PPitish of leers, thro**n a-ay. 

'7 

v ' 

\w 

0 

h j£;£ 

1 The action of ttie Liberian k>v-vnr«ont 

r oon or ;© :iore to prove, Hf proof retre ’^hnting, ' 

o£ the Impossibility for iuroponr ofiicers, no r: 

'c/.\ 

matter with, what tact' Be ^patience they may bo pos— j 

sossed, to wprl; *iti or for tne Liberian 1 Odvem- 

meat ; booauso all their attempts to bring or 'or 

oat of chaos an l to prevent tne corruption mid 

peculation that is being carried on in tills 

Country all around then, will be invariably 

- 

rdsented* *nd ob^rucLe i by the Ai lerico—Li rjorimi 


rrisQivbed, ^nd obc\,rucLe l by t ie Anorico-Lir orinnt 
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' iivi t.he M'-hott rdar.oct* 


' r>ur most obe lieirt. 


jiii bio RorvrntV ' 
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: V. : A C V £ A, 


Africa. 

Confidential. 

* Hir:- 

itli relVionc* ‘to ry con^i ler/ Iol tosnpjbcJi*- 
es LOs* BZpnd 2 r 4 of the 6th irstnjrt upon trio 
subje ct of tue treatment of the British 
O’" Risers onployet in the Liberian Frontier 
Force, I iia/o tile honour to trmsi it hsreiJittx 

copies of sTfom statenoirts idth evidence n * .?.> 

Ly ‘ 

ho i ox* ajcr Or toll and Captain Myth. 

In order tjip.i there should bo no 
uisuaderrxnndind about trio i*r ter, p:vI that 
tno truef f dcus snoul t bo broupj m " o lip • • , v-< 

depositions of tnsse Of icers have been tR :on 
lo rn in tne presence of 0-plain 0* i, Kunro, d.l * 

/ H 

Lieutenant j; .* jiipnt, His H*.1e»ty f r 

idp lr i..utintf 1 ; r * , H* Park:, the ^ecret- 

a .r;-' .ntinj -on. J.ar A'ent none; and Myself, 

The >li (*ht Honourai 1 g 
S ir K. >roy, Bart., ' .P. 



^o-bru^ r'j 20th I9C9 
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who have signed the proceotinrpr, ' The Libor- 
4 t ns\ tovormient ^Jre acoorto i the opportunity 
of l*oin T '<Jpr * but. it 1 ‘not t ;e 

ad/^ntajD of it. 


it ’’ 11 bo observe : tuat the 


cm edition by the Libor inn fovctrsn^nt RfjRinst 


tiio creation o ' tr ia Fo^ce* arul vne rif Is] r 


- A 


Ofi*?.cere in p^rticuUr* has boon hostile and 
continuous. She evidence discloses a xate of 

a ■ • ira' S 

;ould a r<ily bo worse «av1 titih nocoss- 


itntos. in t.yj opinion, st-ronpt notion o; i- 


• 3 tovornmontr, 


I -ill r. <.:e no furtnor ;ort kjnts upon 
■tnin subject * tbo -tocumvts inclose l specie 


for he - 1 ; -elves 


X .i u U.a jionour no be/ Fir. 


it, v|uj ni j..js' . . :n, '. our . n> t obe Uuit, 

tobible Servant, 






- 


_ 









Copy. 


REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA, 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 


Consular (7). 

MONROVIA, 

$ 

February 23rd, 1909. 

No. 092036. 


(12113). 

Sir:- 

Referring to your despatch No. 7 of January 18th 

ultimo with reference to the subject of reform in Li¬ 
beria, I have the honour to submit the following reply: 

•, , 1 • * * * 

1. With regard to the action of the French In 

• 

demanding the employment of certain French subjects in 

the service of the Liberian Government, I beg to inform 

you that an Agreement was entered into between our 

Charge d'Affaires in Paris and the French Government, 

* 

by which it was arranged that the Liberian Government 

would this year employ a French medical officer for 

service in the Liberian Frontier Force, and that on the 

termination of the Agreements of the British officers 

then serving in said Force a French Conmuidant and 


Inspector 

His Britannic Majesty's Consul General, 


-Z A zi 


Monrovia. 









Inspector General would be engaged and placed In charge 
ol the force, having under him a French assistant. 

If therefore steps were taken 'ey His Britannic Maj¬ 
esty's Government to induce the French Government to 
withdraw the!•’ demands, as suggested in your said dec- 
patch it appears that they were not heeded by the latter. 
I take advantage of this opportunity, however, to express 
through you to your Government the appreciation and 
thanks of the Liberian Government for their friendly 
interference In this .natter. 

2. With regard to the assertion contained in your 
despatch that in spite of the promises made by the Li¬ 
ber la;i Government every obstacle has bean put in the way 
of reform, I deem it :ay duty to respectfully, hut em¬ 
phatically deny the correctness of said assertion* 

The Act reorganising the Frontier Force was not in¬ 
tended as an obstruction to the work of reform in which 
the Liberian Government has, to the limit of its re¬ 
sources, bean so actively engaged within the last twelve 
months: but was enacted for the purpose of checking 
the illegal and high-handed proceedings of Major Cudell, 
the Cotrmandant and Inspector General of said Force, who 


obviously 


obviously intended to establish within the borders of Li- 

» 

barla, and at the expense of the Liberian Government, an 
alien Force, a menace to the independence of the Repub¬ 
lic, - and at the same time to give effect to the Agree¬ 
ment with the French Government hereinbefore referred to. 

As you are aware, Major C&dell was employed by the 
Liberian Government to organise the Frontier Force in 
accordance with the provisions of an Act approved Febru¬ 
ary 6th, 1908, entitled ■Joint Resolution providing for 
the pay and formation of a Frontier Police Force*. 

A considerable sum of money having been placed at 
his disposed. Major Cuuoil proceeded to organise said 
Force, erecting Barracks near Monrovia, and with the 
consent of the President, procuring ten or more Drill 
Sergeants and Buglers from Sierra Leone. Discovering 
however, that a large number of the men were British 
subjects who had been enlisted contrary to his Inst ruc¬ 
tions, and to the spirit and Intent of the Law creating 
the Force, the Government found Itself under the neces¬ 
sity of relieving Major Cadall of his command* The 
President, however, actuated by that friendly feeling 
which has always characterised his dealings with the 


subjects 



f 


subjects of a friendly state, and not desiring to in¬ 
jure Major Cadell's military career by an abrupt dis¬ 
missal, requested his resignation. 

It is well known that Major Cadell resented all 
attempts of the President to supervise the formation 
of the Force, and that he refused to procure for serv¬ 
ice in the Force Liberian military officers who might 
have rendered him assistance in enrolling men qualified 
to serve in said Force. 

It is scarcely necessary to recapitulate all the 
facts connected with the negotiations for the removal 
of Major Cadell; the unrest and excitement throughout 
Liberia caused by his erratic and suspicious conduct, 
his communication to the President in which the latter 

was threatened with personal violence, his refusal to 

«■ 

deliver up the Camp to the officer sent to relieve him 
and the steps taken by the Liberian Government to ob¬ 
tain possession of said Camp, - facts of which you are 
fully aware. When the Liberian troops entered the 
Camp they found a formidable breastwork which command¬ 
ed the three approaches from the City and which had 
been recently erected. This together with Information 




received 








received from a number of the men, British subjects 
and Liberians, evinced the intention of Major Cadell 
to resist any attempt of the Government to take pos¬ 
session of the Camp until he felt disposed to surrender 
it. It is estimated that the Camp could have easily 
stood a siege of a month’s duration without receiving 
further supplies; and this disproves the statement 
in Major Cadell's letter of the 11th instant that his 
men were starving. 

The Liberian Government have been Informed that 
the men were Instigated by Major Cadell to threaten 
President Barclay, and that the Liberians In the Force 
took little or no part in the hostile demonstration 
that was made on the afternoon of the 11th instant. 

m 

It should be mentioned also that while Major 
Cadell pretended on the 1st. instant lo have turned 
over to you all guns and ammunition "the property of 
His Britannic Majesty's Government" there was found in 
the camp on the 12th instant a large number of guns 
and a considerable quantity of ammunition. 


It 



It has teen suggested by certain persons that 


the action of the Government in objecting to the en- 
-rclment of British subjects In this Force is incon¬ 
sistent In view of the fact that In the detachment 
of the Frontier Force under Major Lomax which had al¬ 
ready been serving on the Frontier there wae a large 
number of British subjects* It should be remembered 
however, that a radical difference existed between 
these two forces* That under Major Lomax had been 
enrolled by the mere order of the Commander-In-Chlef 
acting by virtue of the powers vested in him, while 
the Force under Major Cadell was called Into existence 
by an Act of the National Legislature, the spirit and 
intent of which was that the rank and file of this 
Force should be purely Liberian under European Com- 
menders, limited in number to seven. This evidenced 
by the fact that in the eighth section of the Act 
creating the Force provision Is made for a grant of 
five acres of land to each private at the completion 
of his service, which presupposes that said privates 
would be Liberians* 

Another strong objection to the enlistment of for¬ 


eigners 


foreigners in the force Is the probability, as events 
have demonstrated, that frequent complaints would 
likely be made to their Consuls by whose interference 
the prestige of the Government would be materially af¬ 
fected and international complications eventually 
brought about. 

The Act reorganising the Frontier Force Is not an 
evidence of the opposition of the National Legislature 
to the reforms, but is rather a modification of the 
original Act creating the Force; and is Intended to 
prevent such regrettable incidents as recently happened 
while the force was under the cocmand of Major Cadell* 
The Government intends to procure the services of Euro¬ 
pean officers, who will practically have command of the 
Force, the Liberian officer acting as an Inspector and 
making periodical rounds of inspection* It is hardly 
likely, under the circumstances, that all European of¬ 
ficers will be so influenced by racial prejudice as to 
refuse to take service in the Force. 

3. With reference to the assertion made in your 
despatch that the officers, non-commlssioned officers 
and men have not been paid, and the officers have In 


fact 






fact even had difficulty In obtaining supplies for the 
men, I must confess that I read this part of your despatch 
with a considerable degree of surprise, lr, view of the 
fact that the Government made repeated demands upon Major 
Cadell for a detailed account in order that he with Cap¬ 
tain Blyth and the British subjects in the Force might 
be paid off: and it is only on yesterday that the Secre¬ 
tary of the Treasury was able to obtain said accounts 
and to pay off the men. It should be mentioned in this 
connection that on Friday that official wrote to Major 
Cadell that unless the accounts were forthcoming by the 
next day he would proceed to pay off the men without them. 
I am impressed that you are squally at fault in your re- 

# 

ference to supplies. When we take into conslderat on 
the large number of British subjects, - men, women and 
children kept in the Barracks by Major Cadell contrary to 

his instructions, it tells well for the fairness of the 

* 

Liberian Government, I respectfully submit, that the men 
were unhesitatingly paid. 

4. I submit herewith a copy of an Act, respecting 
the Judiciary passed at the recent session of the Legisla¬ 
ture, which is another evidence of the intention of the 
Legislature to carry out the suggested reforms. 






I deem it ay duty, however, to say In this connec¬ 
tion, that the Liberian Government will always respect- 

» 

fully hut finally contest the right of any foreign 
Power to exercise extraterritorial jurisdiction in 
Liberia; and I cannot for a moment suppose that His 
Britannic lajesty's Government, who have always disavow¬ 
ed .any designs against one independence or the Integrity 
of the Republic would take steps that would in any 
manner impair its sovereignty. 

o. I note your suggestion that if any of the 
regulations drawn up by Mr.lemont conflict with the 
present Constitution the latte” should be amended "as 
it has been shown. In some instances to be antagonistic 
to modem requirements and the carrying out of the 
suggested reforms". This I regard as a gratuitous at¬ 
tack on a Constitution which was modelled after that of 
the United States of America, and I have yet to learn 
that the Constitution of the latter State is regarded 
as antagonistic to "modern requirements". I am confi- I 
dent that the People of Liberia will not readily con- I 


bcilt 





consent to amend their Constitution at the bidding of 
It . In: a or. t, who, I respectfully submit should modify 
hie regulations to suit the requirements of the Con¬ 
stitution, I may state for your Information that said 
regulations are under consideration by the Liberian 
Government and will no doubt he disposed of in due time 

5* I cannot close this despatch without cement¬ 
ing upon the threat contained in your despatch of Janu¬ 
ary 1'4th 1908 and repeated in your despatch Mo, 7 now 
under consideration, that unless the Liberian Govern¬ 
ment take steps to carry out said reforms, it will he 
incumbent on His I.ajeety'e Government to consider what 
steps they will take with a view to safe-guarding the 
interests both of the Colony of Sierra Leone, and gener¬ 
ally British subjects and trade, - especially the sug¬ 
gested demand of compensation for the occupation of 
the Kissi Country. 

Hie occupation of the Kan re Lahun District was at 
one time acquiesced in by the Liberian Government who 
were given to understand that unless this was allowed 
claims for Indemnity would be ra.de against them. For 


song years the Liberian Government has been prevented 


from properly administering affairs in. said District by 
British officials at the instance of the Sierra Leone 
Government, although the Liberian Government stood 
ready to maintain order In that section of its terri¬ 
tory . 

Under the circumstances, in the suggestion that 
the Liberian Government will be called upon to pay His 
Britannic Majesty's Government the expense Incurred by 
the latter in consequence of said occupation is involved 
an immoral proposition which so great and magnanimous 
a Government as that of Great Britain could not con¬ 
sistently sustain. In any case I deem it my duty to 
disclaim in behalf of the Government of Liberia any 
liability for said expense. 

7, The Liberian Government, while it appreciates 
the friendly interest manifested in its affairs by Hie 
Britannic Majosty'e Government, and is sincerely de¬ 
sirous to see maintained and strengthened the friendly 
relatione which at present exist between that Govern¬ 
ment and the Government of the Republic, must as an 
independent State reserve to itself the right to carry 
oat the suggested reforms in such a manner as will best 


enhance 



enhance its interests, find only as speedily as its 
resources will warrant. 

To summarise the proceedings of the ;iatlo:ial Legis¬ 
lature at its recent session in relation to reforms: 

(l) The Frontier Force has been reorganised. 

{'*) Ti.xi Assistant Inspectors of Customs have Faun 
retained. 

(h) A bill relating to the Judiciary bias been passed. 

(4) The Treasury regulations formulated by Mr.Lamont 

nava been submitted to the Legislature 
who have same under consideration. 

(5) A bill has also been paesea permitting foreign 

Individuals and Firms established at regu¬ 
lar Ports of entry of the Republic to 
trade interiorward and Coastwise beyond 
Ports of entry. 

I iiave to add for your information that the Mational 
Legislature as recessed until August next. 

I nave, ac., 

■a 

■ 

(Signed) F.A.R.Johnson. 

Secretary of State. 



\ 
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COi r’XDj'i TL/'Jj 


I. ( ]•• l 0 V I A , 

( ) 


"dbruary 04th,1909. 


1 aavo Aha honour to oouirim iy oloprari 

j o.. 1 ! - c:' tjia Sint,in:-tart. 

r 7iie Legislature ha/e :*i ;en vritnout nor- 

’ 

nittin;? any rtefjoxro in tile Treasury mid Judi¬ 
cial V io :~.x'c. louts, not-ithhi ^dinr; tils* the 
Libsiisn <ovormo»t pro .isod .is Majesty's 
fov m«mt to vn\ v:eu into of foot at th© 
bo *innin' of 1 ->tr ■-ear. 

. a rentier -'oroo .• ..as boon disbanded 

9 

or. i \ .\a ritish Of floors have boon coa.”elled 
to Muir,, uo other tritisii Officials at 


’ onroTin are bein'; treated shonefully by tjio 
Liberian lovorntiont, and up to date have not been 
paid • salaries due to then. I one lose 


lirfe Honourable 


Fir i.. rrof, ■ )>r ... 





‘C « > 


3 jl 






fc - 



2. 



enclose letter froi. tiie Financial Advise•* on 
tne subject. ‘ r.La .ont ys 
" I cons! 'or that it, is L .norat ivo to tne 
" last degree that you talca aone ofroctive 
" ‘steps to vindicate their rights. *’ But 
•.That, hovmver, a l to do ? If I press the 
Liboripr. >o * ’mnent ; I . iay lay itself open 
to tel ’>7 accused of 1 ill;*lrg then j or ’tshina 

H r 

to rusn tiie*. ; or t 1 fly irritating then. I 
ust therefore * ait for instructions froiv tile 
Foreign ■ 'ice ; an l jan only nope that their 
instructions ••ill enable rao to talas definite & 
effoctive steps to help odr Officials serving 

in tr.± • Totoied kr/omwont. 

% 

osentations to tnis rovomnont are 

quite useless. I <3 thing '-ill novo them' except 

t 

a 'throrf * b rood iro to force ; a surely they 
should V*i p aaisiiart, not only for tiie treatment 
that t o. -.ay;? • :corded t. • ihe Iiritlsn Offi- 


— 








Officials it 1 iioir erloy, t it bocnune -,hey have 

frm *- V 

deliberately hr? :ovr,o i t.e Contracts the;' 1 . r.vo 
nade ' Vi these Officers* “it,.» The »*ubbor Oorno - 
aHion : - "t- -o itevelo.: lent Co. puny; pn i it is 

thought also with ’'essrs, Jrlpnger & Go* 

In tiie Keiuornnduia I ■ directed to de¬ 
liver to the ‘'resident, on 1. .o questions 
relating to t, .o treat* »i;t of ‘British subjects 
ills country. His Majesty’s Jovernment 
r:tatu-i tuoi ‘ . ay v-ui t ' llo’- these natters to 
■ iron conditionally upon the iefonts being 
carried out* ire nr.:-, leer, no Judiciary 
•iei'Ois vnatev r, rnd t .o ■ a te horrible s-t ate 
of affairs will continue to exist in the Courts, 
Does not this warrant Hia T.'ajesty's tovonment 
insisting anon the rf- •• a of e,x territorial 
Jurisdiction, here sinilpr rights are 1 ph- 
cor iod in countries* uiteu a uuch higher plane 
1 vJ civilisation t an Liberia? 







4. 



In previous despat ciiaa, it. has been re¬ 
tted that tiie Legislators a at .a up to'HCh- 
rovia deto mined to renove president Barclay 

Croa Office, rr.d 1. resource to pi i« « aoJaocos 

* 

to ret ri H . of as narv British OfficlRls as 
pOSSibl , A~ toijpts -mere to re; ove 3‘r. 

Iip.iont by Moans of insults and m other ways, 

• it iont avail. £ enclose a letter frou that 

^ H 

gsgrttlen&n —right gdvo scfrie idea as to the 

present attitude of the Liberian Govemnent.- 

7ho Of i >jrs of tho ’rr-ntior ^oroo boon 

i t , as before stated. 

_i LiVoriar ’fOVi-ninont being top irons 

in :c. . v otnor to justify tnoir i ,pos- 

* 

sible lavlour aro actually' eiidoavour. to 
prove t-i'K- tne . utinous tnte of tlio :.or. of 
the '‘’rentier v oroo ns due to the British Of-' 
fisoro i ojirrii'o. £ e:.closo copy of a letter 
recei ;o i I’ro:. t ie f’earutnxy of ftnte upon/tdo 











&: 





b.icet, As tne conditions of affairs’ hdre 
have boon reported previously, I bd.ll not exnfv- i 
tiato upon the scandalous bdhavioiir of tne' Li- I 

bdrlrm CJovemrient. I "’ill nowevor,adl ■Laid. 

Tho Liberians con ’dthout difficulty, obtain any 
nunber of ,'rslse "i' .r. •ass?. in this country to 
’oar swrfy a raajt , s life, -nd there is not • 

1 slightest doubt that f tiiey "dll upon tn.is oeea- ■ 

sic: bo die to :-:c it appear tiaa tno' : Aifish 
Officers -icre the cause of the nfttlnous conditio . 

f* 

of t o soldiers of tie frontier force ; ’dier. tr.e 
Liberian lovemner.t n re only too ’•■'ell ^mro timt 
they, an l the; alone, are entirety responsible 
for the existing condition of affairs hdre, 

I 'have tne amour to bo, 

Bir, 

-dt t.io nig; lost inspect, 

■ Ydur , .ost obedient, ' 

- l lo Servant, 






1 0.33. 


AFRICA. 
CONFIDE! 7IAL. 


i iOi-'JC'VIA. 

February 25th.1909. 


Sir:- 

Tit. reference to 'rr.Lnncley’s dispatch 
] o.lO. 'Africa, Confidential, of the tth.iristant, 
(8007/09^, I avo *- e i .or tot to eon.fi r EC> 
cablegram Ko.6 - of the C4tir. wary, upon the 
subject of the proposed Oonnission from the 
United ; trvt s to Liberia. 

In i\* despatch No.21 - of the 4th.instant, 
I ♦. ported the nostile rntitudo of tne 1 ' hla to 
American Representative hero ’towards the' B£i- 
tinji i f 'ioerB in eionntry ^rA tJioir of forts 

nt 8jifcm* The' pi>ih^ipal reason of this* riVLrt- 

gonisn is, I relieve, racial : and judging' f*on 
rreviouc corrospondonco C have soon, upor. trie 
titudo adopted by tno United Status towards 


Tue liLgiit Honourable 

: ir rroy, art., 


_ 


ice ., . 




L<'CO 



&C.» 







towards the policy of' His djesty*s 'KJvermiant 
in t.is Country, too obstruction of tiieir tioiiro- 
sdntative here scans inconsistent' vritn tails' afttl 

I 

tuie. 

1 sj i -ana- '?re of t ie reaeohs the; have 

\ 

..ovad Hi i f Tjeety’s lovnuient to irve teemed 
it nocesap.iy tc . the American Government to 
send out a Co iiission, upon on Tr e • dparent- 
ly are not to He represented. ddmever, it is 
practically certain that the present coloured 
AuorlcfT. /Japresontntivo a-. ■ orrovia -ill nahe 
every effort possible to misles-d'& ^prejudice 
-he COT ; ission ; en d "ill oreo^ 'r, endeavour 
to prevont tile pontlonon composing it, cd. inn 
in contact "itu ; yself, ad Consul- tenoral, 

(if I ru more), or •'it any other "ritisiv offi- 
cials in the country, serving under the* Libe¬ 
rian dovornnent. It is noeossary td nontion 

\\ 

this because, in the Memorandum respecting 



respecting Liberia, ' r cci j runication "to tne 
United States sovoranont, tai© ’oJ lar-dug pas- 
aare occurs :- 

■ In the ovont of tneir' rdsolvinp t-o do so, 

* .is Majesty's doverrntent 'ill 'no happy, as 
” soon as they le - .m tne 1 f '«o of' departure 

" 'of the Conr.ission, to instruct in Majesty’s 
" Cons; JL- ieneral ai cnrovia to give them' arfy 
" ir.fonaation in his power ahd to advise B#i- 
" tiah. subjects in the service of t".o Liborian 
*' iovemi -.rant *- *o are not in "he onployiaent or 
" ;sn ter tne control of is'Majesty's lov-m- 

* rent, to do the bnb if the Oomission de- 
" .;i-e it, -’ll l yonerally td afford r:iy help 
“ 'tne. • era In facilitating its enquiry," 

In lor t-Jio rirounotaacu&vi'therefore, I 
rongly rtfcomiaend that, if possible. His 

* ,1' ty's Vovermaont s lo.ild be rcspro.’-irrbed on 
t -is Cc. .-.ission by a gentleman* of education. 








4 . 




education* ?nd pro feral ly in possession of 
legal qualifications. In . -oelogrnm herein 


i l 


referred to t(ito.o) f. j-tured tao opinion 1 triat 
it -‘ouli bo none expedient if this' mission 
lid not cone o.r unt il after’ td rains in October 
because* for one reason* 31 shortly be' pfo- 





cue ling to .••in;-land or. leave of absence* and 

shall havo no opportunity C f ->einy t .e ' 'enters 

of t ie yrer ot’ e i Conniaslon. 

.•ji one ” r no nan b- er. on * ao 'not here for 

sorietii e, • • c 1 loroughly knov-s too character 

of tao Ai.eriiio**Liierlans* their "’ays ft tnoir 

# 

font of tovemnent ; ad ’ ell »s tie condition 
• of affairs in the 1" orior, I venture to saate 
that tie only practical noma of ’ominp: aj* 
ad dnistration in t-iis country ft abolisnir.;-? t ie 

m 

existing cnaos, is for a ••Ida ft co; plote control 
lit the various departments at t. o hands of r ’ Ho 
officials* f is control night be 1 ilvSded uji 




5 . 








up bCit*"oen Hwat ' ri' - in, France n.nlc", 

■ 

It ns^r he nentione^l that one of t ^in- 
ciml causes of the abfmclomaent of t :o lo.'onis 
is local intricate. 1 ^TC of the Lefrisln* 1 

tom ".re ^onnoctcvi - ii- i t io to* ^rfal house of ^ 
■roeniPim# pad pro literally bought. & sold by tha. 
Pina, it- seens that Qoraa&y is ; efforts 

to obtain political influence in Liberia* a 
ril.l :'ci. opl; succeed in doin ’ so, unless so. le 
of fort-a are np.de to introduce’ sd:io proper form 
Government in the country : & is an at— 

ministration not amenable to bribes raid the 
influence of local : oroporai ■ radars. 

if .xis ' ajo.^tt’d c v.r.: ont ikrcov’or, lo 


not cops id. r 'oat Liberia « ’■ortJi troubling 
about, I .tron.'lf : veo: r end t. q •n’tii tra-ml 
of all t o 5 ritisji Officials fra. tie oo' ^r/, ' 


becpuse, under tie present existing stsata of 
fairs, . .air posit on i ii possible : ar. l 



pjtn often becones intolerable# Iji .m events of tno 
last f«Kr nontiis laS.ve deafly W; '.onntrato 1. 

l have t io honour to bo, 

' Sir, 

vltn tiie Mutest aspect, 1 
' YtVur- ■ or t obedont, ' 

hunhlc Servant, 










MONROVIA, 

No, 38, February 27th, 1909. 

Africa, 

Confidential. 

(10535) 



Sir;- 

In reply to your cablegram ho. 2, and with reference 
to my cablegram No. 7 of the 26th instant, 1 have the 
honour to transmit herewith a letter received from ,. + r* 

Vf, J* Lament upon the subject of his remaining in the 
service of the Liberian Government. 

I have, i,c. p 

(Signed) Eraiihwaite Wallis* 


The Right Honourable 

Sir E. Grey, Bart*, L,P. t 
&c,, &,c, r ho. 

_/%/r2<r<z 3 ff. 






LIBERIA, 

8th February, 1909, 


Sir: - 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter No. £1, L.A. # 1509, requesting to be informed whether 
I wish the period for which I am at present seconded to 
the service of the Liberian Government to bo farther 
extended* 

The existing condition of affairs here is such that 
this question causes me the gravest thought. As you are 
well aware British Officials here, including myself, have 
lately had to undergo trials that* self-respecting white man 
ought not to be subjected to, and although great tact and 
patience have been exercised these are lit'it appreciated 
by the Americo-Liberian. 

At the present serious juncture with the Frontier 
Force wrecked, and icy European Assistants denied their 
emoluments, 1 can only hope that Hia Britannic Majesty's 

Government 


Captain Braithwaite ..allis, 

Hit Britannic Majesty 1 a Consul General, 
Liberia, 











' V 

Government and France will tase up a stronger\g.tjdtude 
than has hitherto been assumed, and on that basis I 
should attempt another year here* I would ask there¬ 
fore to be seconded for one year further* 

t - * * * * » 

1 have, &c*, 

(Signed) I. J. Lanont, 

Financial Adviser and Chief Inspector 

of Customs, 




; r * 5 3 > 
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A^'dlCA 



April i. . 



I have tae hone .r to inforr. Your ibtcellencv 
hat I .mvu'i boon officially advised f t.e nr*point- 

f 

rent of lia Brits: mic ' : pje3ty's Cdnsul- -on/aral "al - 
■Tin of BaScsr to t*ce charge of tile' Tititisn Cdnsulate- 
General at ourovla during the rbsence of H.BJK's 
nsul-General Wallis; ,-n 1 I ] tavo also tio honour 
to state tiiat I nave been instructed pending r:!n 
arrival here of Consul- kmei’nl 3 ■>'. twin, to 1■ 
charge of this consul p.te-'.rene ral ail Acting rritish 
consul, of -viich procee ding Your ^rroollency hds 
already been advised; -and i;iat I shall tdefi it riy 
dirty to do evorytning possible to hdlp • annul- kme- 
ral Baldwin with the wo jj is Consuls - oral 

dvt Honourable 
f<ir E.Grey, Bart,*, *F, 

&C,, <fec*, ; cc. 






2 . 



- r, at 8.11 tines. 


I .v\yo no - ' the honour to subnit the follovTiujr 
so: L’ .unlcation, ihe -latrulB of vrhich I hope 'Till not 
bo fount unnocesBarily lengthy. 

On 1 ad 2 : t. instant* the kJvemor honor"! of 

-rt 

French 'est Africa, {! 'or.sieur ^ .Potty), arrive 1 at 
: cnroYia os board the "'rencn Cruiser "i>a Chayla". 
he lovornor 'tenoral paid r. cos splirxmtary visit to 
tao British slato— ( teneral on the 3 rd.i:’.otpjit, Ss 

9 returned nis visit or. the fdllo* Jtemoon of 

the 4th. inst. Tne interview* vr^s ox' a : iost friendly 
nature. 

On "no 6 " h.inntant, rr official lUncheon rrag 
uvon bv t. >.© President of Liberia in nonour of tne 
hovei 0 : 0 r tenoral, no • vaich ino Consuls 'hire invited. 

Art address of -elcone to the 'lovornor (tenoral "as 
road t / preai iont Barclay a* tne lunch* but no rpeech- 
es - ore ita.do. After lunch tne President invested 

the tovomor General • Itn the Liberian Order of t .io 

African Re ietiption, 

-- M 
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Shortly after tills ccranony the itovomor' ‘fcinorr^T ■*-- 

y L 

tiio meinbers of iii?> Staff nrocoeded directly td the 
r x\&j oooiTiaaxied by the nerd.or officials of the 


Liberian Ooverruiaivt, including the financial Adviser 
(Mr *W,J,Lament) pud Captain Pinnen/'lde President 
remaining at Kxeoutivo Mansion* I also accoixp&nted 
tio •'‘ovomcr lonoral to 'iio cu pj & "there maid pood 
Vo, but lie specially invited nd to acoanpany in 


■ ‘itii. the Liberian fovemnont Officials :mntionod, 
to the "Du, Ohai r la" , . invitation I pladly avail¬ 

ed r If Of. A'very cordial reception was' given 
tc the visitors on arrival on board - 'in frill'pdne 
through, the - i role as telegraph ^oriced 8t? rdfres. • • 

\ ■ orvo t for t'V’ir ploasura. After about half an 

hour’s visit,the visitors returned to tiie shore r- 
r list p vc llev of r alut >s fro . ■ the "IXi Ohayla" 
bands nixing appropriate aim; and sue left the 



Pt v for ■ ■or.f'ip- at 6.30 p.: ‘ .tat evening, 
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X gather fron the visit, of the French • tovomor 

tenoral that it if? probable the ^ronch* Odve mrent 

•rill iuo;*ost t-iat - 'Tonoa nilitary' Ddotor be sent. 

here, who will x uri'iorstfmd adt also in the* capacity 

of a Freaoh Consular Acent, thouipi not being called 

ruoh,offi-'i*-.lly, & tc bo under the control of the 

Governor General at Dalcar. 

\ 

’ho fovemor toneral appeared to ta.as ..ton 
interest in ftrlamjers Afroenont -••-itii the Liberian 
fovoronoat, an l no -■■an "Ipjd to le-.m fron Tie T, ' , innn- 
9 cial Advisor that the Liberian Government has 

the into rest on that Oonpony* f loan un to daxe. In 
tue course of :jgr interview, alter* due consideration, 

I sup ;■ st i t ' rx. perhaps it ttoj! 1 bo r.rs —oil if no 
* : :j 'inancial Advisor,Mf.'.'..',Laaont / ori 

financial . tatter a generally, • * ion nuci'estion' stioned 
•to please hi! if an l no ?r.;:od na to • rrange' £dr an in- 
torvierr TlTh ' ir.L^nont at the "'rer.cn Consulate* orl ti:u 
nomine of the Bth.instant, dad II not V on for 
: v - suggestion it is doubtful —hotnor tie 1 te vomer 


- 






D * 


Governor rjonoral vrould have ndt Mr.Lpnont, as t 
former hrtd arranged ihtdrvicTra >r±th tno Cabinet &' 
o"'Jior Haribers of tl ie Liborian flovernnemt for that 
spjio day; as 11 as " visit to the Frontier 'drco 
Crt?=ip> and to lunch afterrards at tlio Executive Kansion 
raid i onn but 'top© tnat I acted judiciously in this 
natter, 

r no 'Tovomor tenoral an. tod ne -'hat i-m t3ie 
cause of the lisbaadoimont oft the Frontier "’orco 
and. resignation of the Europe pji Officers? I -hen \ 

recounted the jaain facts of the incident; tend he | 

ronarJeod that no doubt the JAbdrians' rPevr ffighisn- 
ed p.i snoJi p 'orco being of floored bp Europeans, <« 

- ere glad to see it lisbanded. I an of opinion 
that he tiust nave boon tdld grossly exaggerated 
accounts of the affair ffon the Liberians &'others, 

p t 

' ho to re mor tenoral, Z ‘1- am, in forr icd Pfesi- 
tent Barclay that his Jovemnent 'dll be pleased' td 
Ve f assistance to hit: In tho construction'of 'ho 
ne v Liberian ’roi tier Force. 














I'i appears to ie that the iovemor General id 
not t o only oi:o ‘"ho seojis tdtibtful ru? to tii© loyal¬ 
ty of the Anorican Minister Resident towards tile 
fefoma, & f the policy • i havin’ a noaro i" that 
position of inportfnco lust r.t th© pros nt rtayo of 
affairs i - this country, 

X learn that Preai tent Barclay ornoeially, k 
hi3 Govemnont are anxiously acrattlng the arrival 

of tij© Aneriomi Connissionjndt so nuoi'. 'dr a. sdlu- 

'luestion 

9 tiio reform A in the hop© of the Liberian 

Oovornsaent beiny successful in por^uadiny the Anori- 

enn Commission to suggest to too Auori car. Cloverniiont 

by that Government 

The advisability cf he extinction)^# all of ‘ho 

# 

Liberian Poraign Loans,in crier in at tftbir' oduht.ry 
may cone under the nor© i:rieila.to odnirbl if An©rich. 

In conclusion, l I d i"e to mta.t© that tno offi¬ 
cials of t'xe Liberian Love mnont aeon to bo rovrlng 
ndr© dilatory in earn tiring dispatches from taia ion- 
sulato-Qonernl, and continually nabing* oricuoOjfi, 'in 
person, that it is c inp to pressure cf ‘"Orb in tnoir 
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ir respective ■ nts, such eonnunlea.tlbn8 


aro not rep Hot to rr.ro pronptl;*, 

> I ‘hp.vo the honour to be. 


Kir, 


r ltji tiie himest respect, 
YOur ;i 03 b rbo liont 



. ui ble : arvmt, 




A 'ti?. - 1 ritisn Consul. 






- - - 


J 









S»A Affi. 


B»r:is ohsulak: okbral. 
»r □ ?. o v i a* 

:r at;% i oi> 




r 1 r: - 







In accordance w 1 th the instructions contained in 

Toroifrrj Office despatch I /frier of Mfereh t^o 2"rd. 

% 

laot(107f:3/0B), I hrvo the horr ir to forward ", report or 
h* situation in Liberia. 

I arrived in "onrovia on. April the 35th VO r and, 
during the first ^rco): of ry stay, mode the acquaintance 
of the President| the ' ethers of the Oovernr-ort and as 
van: possible of the principal, inhabitants, both ur- 

o a* -' and LVbcri 7 • ,h 1 viovE an ’ opinions I > vr . r in 
the ’ ^port have non formed ry observation and by conrnr- 
aation t?ith these people. 

I earns hero with an ope* and, I Honestly believe, an 
unprtjudiecd Kind and I ha- - recorded y o~inions r nA ir ~ 
prcj.nions to the turner in vdiich I think you would desire 
nr: to do, that ir to nay, perfectly franldy* 

I have th^ honour to He, 








’Tin ''ajeoty's Principal 
Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affaire* 


Sir, 

, Your most obedient, 

humble Servant. 
* 



































t loos no?unfortunately- re uirc nue* obnervati n or 
any leryt . of nt ,y in tho aunty/ to «o convinced of the 
feelings of suspicion, distrust, and I nay even say con- 
taaipt with which the offici i and private inhabitants of 
' or.rovia regard the cAug nd policy of the British Cavern- 




sent and the hostility ^:ich they hear towards the British 
officirls in their country. 

viag regard to the individual, the trade, he pol¬ 
itical and the imporial interests which arc affected by 
the p raiotence of instability in he; Government of X-ih — 
eria and having regard to the Influence which the sentim¬ 
ents of the Siberian people towards the British Govern* 
mnl must exert^either to hasten or to impede the adoption 
. f the n ‘cccnag; refon.s, it is, in ny opinion, of parr- :aer 
ount inpertaaca, if the actual situation ie to b i correct¬ 
ly appreciated, to analyse the roasonn for the existence 
of thoi.e feelings* 

It was not to bo expected that either the Liberians 
or their Govornasnt would vslcs&ts fcoinr told that their 

methods of administration required to be ref or sod and 
purified and it would have been unnatural if they had not 
regarded the British Government, which me directly and 




prominently 
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prominently concerned in mr, eating and pressing reforr.n 

upon them* with a certain amount of antipathy. T7o onn 

* 

could h?.vQ been surprised at ouch a feeling and no one 
are objected to it and, if the suggestod reform® 
had v ?cn carried out, tie Libor i &ns mipht, in ti e, have 
rotas to appreciate the resulting bapaflts, while the die- 
like enpondored by the -rocesn of purification would no 
dot ht - ro gradually died au? 4 ; * 

ban thu r^ferafc were accepted by President iiarcl 'c , 
he wa®, no doubt for the moment, convinced of their neoesB’ 
ity and he tf&b no doubt equally convinced of the diein- 
tereetedne s of the British Government in nuf octinr then 
T *o bin and in off-^rinr hln its assistance to carry then 
out* Vith thecc convictions, and vrit v t3 o conversations 

R 4 

he had In london fresh 1 his isirtd, he induced the legis¬ 
lature to o son* to the\ principle of the reforms rmd to 
curry the’, cut in part. it a s unfortunate, in ny 
o 'inion, from a political as nail as fro® a financial 

point of vie*', tint the creation of the frontier force 

* 

was allowed to precede the reform of the Traasur; . Pres¬ 
ident Barclay had b^en convinced of the value of the re¬ 
forms and they had been rushed through the legislature, 
but the mas® ef the people were ignorant alike of their 
nocesalty and cf the r value and of the extent to which 
the;* to c adopted* The frontier force raa oc:;o- 

thinc they could see and what they saw of if they did not 
like* they dial iked the presence of the British officers 
and of the instructor© and sun imported fron Sierra Leone. 
Mewbcrs of the legislature, non who hoped to be legis¬ 
lator o in future and no doubt some of the tflnietem, 

who 
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who saw that the adoption of the reforms would put an end 
to certain of their practices, backed up the people in 
giving effect to their objections \ they exaggerated the 
number of the foreigners in the force and, aided by 
instances of most lamentable want of tact on the part of 
the commanding officer, succeeded in convincing the 

B 

people, and even in convincing themselves, that the fron¬ 
tier force was the first step of the British Government 
towards proclaiming a protectorate over the country. The 
force was disbanded and British prestige suffered a shock 
to which it should never have been subjected. Those who 
believed in the aggressive intentions of the British Gov¬ 
ernment saw, as they thought, its principal weapon dis¬ 
appear and those who, while possibly believing in its 
disinterestedness, objected for personal reasons to any 
measures of re form, were delighted and surprised at the 
ease with which i s endeavours had been defeated* 

T have said that when President Barclay was fresh 
from his convcrs tions in London, he no doubt thoroughly 
believed in the Jood faith of the British Government and 
I have also no doubt that the Liberian Seer tary of State 
and most of the Members of the Covenmenthad the same con¬ 
viction. I should not care to say that they hold the 
same opinions to-day* Mr Barclay is said to be a good 
speaker and, in his degree no doubt, is a clever politician 
but he 13 certainly’ a eak man and, on the whole I should 
say a cormioniilace roan* That he remains in power, although 
thatpover seems at present to be little more than nom¬ 
inal, is chiefly' due to the mutual jealousy 


of 






























































































of the other possible candidates for tho Bresidoncy; his 
petition lor, been and is difficult, and he has shown hte- 
aelf unequal to meeting ito 6 tfficulties, but again thio 
cannot be a natter for surprise. If consideration be 
rifflu to the characteristics of Ms race and the degree 


of civil iaation to which the Liberians have arrived I to 
the Manner In which they discus:] and rcdiocuns every 


trifle, liutc- to very rumour and turn and iwict the moist 

# * 

simple s tat aments o suit the Ideas they hold tit the 
moment and to the suspicion with which they not uxmatur* 
ally regard tho European; if these characteristics X soy 
he r.noced for, it is not to be wondered at if the faith 
which tho President end hi a Ilini stars at ore tine professed 
\r: no doubt die, in fact, hold, should wav r and dis* 
appaar under the pressure exerted by those ho elected 
t- an & that, as co r onplic r : men, they s o Id choorc the 
easier pat!' and yield. 

As it was the Britich Ooverrment which initial d the 
reform? aid an ext to that of Liberia itself it an 
prfcmrily to the advantage of Great Britain and har col- 
onico that they should be micoottcfully put I ito practice, 
it ' s clearly to the British repre mutative In Siberia 
*hat the President and his ini :;te:*s shoul * look for aii- 
sintance in their taok. That Captain Wallis did every¬ 

thin^ in hie cover and tc the beet of hie ability to give 
effect to the wishes and instructlone of his Governxsaat, 
there cannot f course ho a shadow of doubt, but, in ny 
opinion, the mans he employed ’-ore not those bc*;i 
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calculated to -ffcc ; the ohjoct he ha/* in view. 

hF.t hie personal mat lone with the C ovo mnent md 
people were* 1 a net in a position to- cay 9 but in glan* 
ein£ through the deenatohen and letters he addressed to 
t k Q President and to ih* T-iboriwj rocrctary of State, the 
•ord» an ’ sentences which chiefly strike the eye ar' ro- 
■aln in the neaory are ■fctiot", "promptly*, "iimaedi nly*. 
"cunot he tolerated", and ao forth. I can ell under¬ 
at and the Irritation i.nd dio(:uat which the lyinj, ahtff- 
ling and dilatorinofis of a Oomnoottt ouch no this is 
bound to provoke and I can also understa d t ; at occasions 
ariis. When the fir ost attitude oust be adopted, but I 
Say alviacdly that the reneral tone of hie correspondence 
the nfulfillod threats which he e:z loyed and above all, 
the effect produced by a aoat deplorable incident which 
o ‘ curred shortly before his departure from Monrovia, hu 
raised a feolin of hatred towards tho British Govornaont 
and what, in sy opinion ic far wo roc, hao brought its 
policy and rations into irattim approaching ^ontrapt* 
Ihon a srasple \ouvi and i norant pea 1© in told that 
unless a certain poll -y is followed its country is likely 
to loose Its independence?, I would MflI if It is imnaturSl 
that it should regard such an inti rat ion &?. a threat f 
absorbiion by the Power which nakes it* 

If the later procedure adopted by us in our dealings 
with Liberia had boo folio-*®d by raot>v r European rower, 
she cum in tho street would have said that it ha’ .:;iDiak ? 
bi Ilyin ■ for fir^nefio and v.v it was doing its host to 


drive 
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drive th? p^oni i to doc: or tion. 


k ?.iAnor f but a net uni inert ant factor, trhich I an 











convinced has affoetod the relations between t^a hritich 
ronr-'oentatire to th* Xtberian peo-lo la the r>erlti>a 
of the Connul^.tn build inr # ^rtri th* tovn ,o the house 



ir. Marly half -n hour* a walk over c ro^rfi, stony and 





w ded t 'nek, t?hl ir in - ovt?^ £ * f . ' r> n weather, 

tto at leant if the ac^ro of the "nbinet hav never been 




there and I a. sun *’■ t to oreupwiL of the fonniata lc 


boun^ to be out of touch with the (fOTiTn. xm% and that his 




ptask ! 





V%r b*cn and ill bo rendered very roach more dif¬ 
ficile V Ut i choi 0 of ?ite vhi v h a been sauhu 






io- lay, Liberia ia anxiously waiting the arrival of 
the Co nisei*n fro the sited ftateo of America and from 
that Cost ilsaion they pro prepared, for the i.wncnt, to 
accept fijorthinft* The legislature is to 1* in saoolon 
during whe visit an<» the people feia^im, and tfcic in evid¬ 
ence of t! oir childlohneBO, that tie re re presence of 











rer.tlenan Vflu put oveiythlrLf! rlfht, that their 




frontier troubles -it Ore:.X Britain and Tr pea X be 







adjusted tr tboir favour, that an efficient frontier force 

wi' ' '»o rented and, above -.11, that their debts nil! be 
* 

liquidated an’ tholr reaauty filled. Co a ’i,m even grm» 

# 

so far as to hope that the United Staton will declare a 
Protectorate over the country and that a ' hits Governor 
will bo mmt out to administer it. It rjg^r in any ease 
be accepted hat no they business will bo w tnnded to 
until to Con JLselon hue completed lie work and co ^mn- 
iented its suggestions. 



































It would, 1 think, be a rood thing if the Uniter* 
otatee rould lend nn o ficial to carry out the r ^om of 
the Tudlciary and X think ysoXf that with a little 
patience and tact, the Government i light he induced to 
curry out their pronines rrit : regard to the Treasure, ?r r 
lament is unfortunately absent and I rm thorc-rore unable 
to give any opinion : capabilities* That he is 

a thoroughly competent Customs official seems to be clear 
from -.is correspondence, but the ve y fa t 02" his compet¬ 
ence in that branch of the public service makea it doubt¬ 
ful f in my opinion;whether he would make a suitable comp¬ 
troller of the Treasury* 0 exeaale of the fron¬ 

tier force before us, too nueh importance cannot, I think, 
be placed upon the pe sonal element in any future appoi-st- 
icn 1 3 nil. i ch cv.' be . :ii.de , 

* 

After the fixtcc which he occurred with the frontic 
:’orce, it will, X a. afraid, a nn ter of the greatest 
difficulty to induce the Liberia Government to accent 
the o '-vices of British off ic re or to asennt to t o rale* 
lug of a fresh body on the lines originally laid down* 

In any cmie, I th. ; nh the matter b u ulti be allowed to rest, 
no far an wc arc conc^ Tied, until the reform of the Treas¬ 
ury is completed and until the country can occ its way 
clearly to met the comparatively heavy expenditure which 
the formation and maintenance of an efficient force .::ust 
entail. 

Unless the United State© Comrciisoion otronply advises 
hia ratenti n, I th k that on effort rill be /wide to 



f0 me 


■ 








force *r Barclay to resign the Presidency, She diffic¬ 

ulty la, of course, to obtain \not u ' r ::an* he Vio^« 
•■“reoiejont, r Do soon 9 oeeau for the xioaent to stem! the 
hert chance of election; he has lately, I understand, 
declared himself in fayour of* ^fom and althou h his 
" cord, fro": a coracraial point of view, its not partie- 
l’lfi 'ly clean, h<; voild, I daresay, make ao good a T -rea- 
ident as any other Liberian* ecponsihllity nay h tyr a 
good effect upon his character but t in an;' case, I 4 o not 
thinh that a change of Presidents Should affect the sit¬ 
uation to any m&vn eiablc xtont* A strong uan, ever* if 
opposed to reform, would bo preferable to a weal rmn 
without sufficient character to enforce hie chosen policy 
Gf the politic 1 J-nd com.arcial luntionu, outside 
of the m ter o ’ rofora t which how risen between the 
Drititf and Tiber!- -1 Cov-rnr onts, those of the Sierra 
Icon frontier and the treatment of the Troo Cory unit: 

N 

s 2m to be the nnet important# As regards the for f»r, 

T underetan ’ that we have no intent! n of handing b;<ck 
the territory non- in our occupation to the Liberian Sov- 
errt:vent ard that the latter must bo sfctlnfie f with a com¬ 
mensurate rectification of the frontier elsewhere* If I 
understand ths raa tor correctly-, there in to be no ques¬ 
tion of a recension of the Fanre Lahun territory' and the 
Liberian Co-re r- mt in to be definitely informed to that 
effect. Once they understand this, they will no doubt 
accept the sit; at ion, but the z&re recent correspondence 
which suggests the offer of a fixed sum being saade to the 


Liberian 











Liberian GoTcraert instead 1 , of a territorial compensation 


c cm tains a legal.aub elty *foich I should "be sorry to have 
to try to explain to then. Th%y are to he told* in 


T 











- 




effect,:- To comoonsata you for the leeo of ITanre tahun, 
ire offer you the civ Ice of an area or a sum of *.r6O0O, but 
although our alternative offer for TTanrc Inhua lr- a mn 
of i'6 t Q00, you mist cleanly dnderstand that *« axe not 
offering you y ,000 for Tanro Lahun. ” In ~~'iT appc.a to 
a legal nind but, a» I have stated, I do not envy the 
British reproeentative in Monrovia hie task of explaining’ 
its o-minr to a lit ria roc re '.ary of Gta!e. 




















The treatment of the Kroo Community seems to involve 
a principle of nuc v great r importance than la contalraf 











In the rnadjuntnon! of a frontier line. For good or for 
vll It io, I underaland, t v c ::it ntlon of the ?,ritir.‘-i 





















Government to endeavour to perpetuate the eicintonee of 
Tiber! ,uj *'ji indopendant ota c» It ic, of nourso, e;v;v 
nnortfh to rriticiee a policy **loh n/ti-er for thin end. 

I- coul'l ho said that t?o are assisting a people Tihlc v ’ has 










novor sho tj the slightest sign of posse r. sing oven a g®nr. 


of cclf•control or capacity to r event, i nd a Gove roc &nt 







which is rotoriouoly corrupt and inefficient, to conquer 
and to dominate a no re tumorous and a more nujral race 




•riiich has aho:vn itself co.pable of responding to the effortn 
Of k clean administration under our direction* 
could bo shown, I suppose, that every attempt which has 
hitherto boon i:iido to cet tro a negro ndnl? intrusion has 
ended disastrously and It c uld e inferrod that the 




present experiment wo’ la inevitably load to the ar-ie 









concluet n 


. - - 



















conclusion* 


2ch experiment, hieh is no doubt politically nec¬ 
essary, is a bold one, and ito^ucccso or failure will 
do end, to a rrcat extent, upon the initial direction 
wfoieh in given to the Ejovement of rofom* 

Tnn issue of thn original stocJc ic ennll and its 
numbers ar® said to bo decreasing, cl^j although the pres— 
ent generation c ill themselves Anerico-Liborlane, I under¬ 
stand that they are 1 irgcly rixod with aboriginal blood* 
This process of mixture muoi be accepted since t except in 
the not very probable event of a large inflow of negroes 
from the United States, it is the only alternative to the 
e tinetion of the race* 

ore the problem is considered, the creator the 
difficulties appear and especially those which will have 
to bo encountered at the outset* ft seers to ;q, hoover 
that, Having decided upon making the experiment and having 
recognised an independent Liberia, we must, within Units, 
recognise its right to deni with its ora subjects, lnclu- 
dir he "roo Co *u Uty* It cannot be expected that the 
appointment of an Englishman to control the Treasury and 
of an American to reform the Judiciary is roiirr to effect 
an i mediatc alteration in the moral character and in the 
:eveitiiHfT capacity o the people, nor con it be expected 
that the standard of Cover-nent will be brought at once 
to the same level as that of civilis'd nations, a standard 
which perhaps neither the Liberians nor the abori?'inee 
can either understand or appreciate, The change if it 
ooms at all ctust be gradual and, in the meantime, the 


only 


















oIlly way to rioot the difficulty would oe.cn to be ly the 
appolntoont of a li ite£ nunbor of British, French or 
American ^ocaaitviiionoro to administer, under the Tiberinn 
Sarsm.iBiit, those portions of the t rritory ishich hnvc not 
yet boon brought ur.der control and to nhich t up to th? 
promt, the Siberians ham offered no fom of protection 
1C trould justify the inpoaitlo- of tix ^t in- 
Cruistic and othrr reasons, the appointment of ^ronch 
holloa loners would be objectionable but it would, I 
sU! oae, be r, >o3 tic a necessity* ~ iViTr regard to the 
historic reT.ationc ezietinn bet^ei the Kroo c<y .unity 
an.' 5 re at Britain, it would a^pe^r «v!v isabl that the on- 
:lcsloner appointed ;o that particular sor.e, at 1- . nt, 
should be an Bnglit h**n« 


-he principal poln.u of interest in the present sit* 
uution have now, 2 think, b on touched upon and I car 
only suggest that the pressure ^iich British Ooverm 1 
uvn 1 cn cxc ting with regard to political nuestions ind 

i 

to the financial claim* of "ritiah subjects, be relaxed 
for the tiao that the rorjlsslon fros: the United SU as 
.io enpa-ed i its worlr and that for the future it be 
i~ ?ied final” but t / pathetically. 


• 0 ! it 0 T ! A. 
bny flth. 1B0< . 
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¥oy 28th t 1909, 






AFRICA* 






Vilh reference to Foreign Office dcs-atch iTo 3? of 
April the 29th last (15043/09) enclosing a copy of a letter 
frrcu the Adulralty on the state of affairs at Monrovia* I 
have tho honour to Inform you that the force described In 
Ca^tai unTo*o letter dooo actually exlot* 

It id difficult to obtain any accurate information 
ao to the organisation, strength and distribution of tho 
force, ho-: I believe that thf following details ore cub- 
atari! tally correct 

'-Then the original Frontier Force under Yajor nadcll 
was disbanded, fajor touox, a Liberian* wan Inst-noted to 
toko charge of the caap and to reorganise the force* 

: Tativ w of Liberia, including eroolec, wre to bo 
enframed, at first on three norths probation without pay, 
and eventually, I understand, for one year with the option 
of renewin the en a^emont* About 2;.0 mn h.-vw been thus 
engaged* 

fhe forec, when cu 'flclently instructed, in to be 
ue**d for policing the front lore and three detachments have 
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already 


















already been cent out to tho ’’forth Western '.nd Northern 
fronttore* 


The uniform i® that of the original frontier Force 
and the i: en am med with tho Peaboriy rifle \nd bayonet# 
Three officere have boon appointed! Major Loaax and 
two others, one f hich ia a Liberian named Freeman 'tfho, 

I believe, him an indifferent character* 

So far a a facts arc concerned, there Is nothing 
nr re to report, the efficiency of i-ho force is a matter 
of opinion# I hear that there ia a larger number of 
British subjects fro ; Sierra Leone in the present , than 
:oro ms in the rigInal force* ajor Lcutj: leno s very 

little about organisation and, from a disciplinary point 

’ ! 

of vie 1 , tho force ic proba ly little more than an ejrmod 
gathering of nativer. r.vinc regard to the nature of the 
work for ^ich they arc Intended, police and patrol work, 
t i® Quid not be of very much ir. ortanee, but the danger 
appears to me to lie In the uco they will be put to by 
their officer® when they are avwy fkOB Monrovia, and un¬ 
paid* It may, I euppeee, be taken for granted that, in 
the outlying district®, they will live on the neopie and 
-rill talctr by force what is not given to them* 


I have the honour to be t 

ir, 

Your noot obedient, 
humble Servant, 
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f ay 25th f 15 0 r -. 


I have the honour to infer yot that the mi tor* states 
Com :icsi n left "onrovia this moraine in the Cruisers 

Chest* r and 3irm■ agham* Half of the Ccmnisaiofi is going 

# 

o rape Palmas, visitin': Grand Basa on the way; the other 

t 

half ir- going direct to Freetown, here they should arrive 

* 

tenor row, the 30th* The Cape Palms part; expect to re¬ 
join the others at Freetown on June the 8th vhc * they hope 
to see ’ r r Probyn; after hich they ill return to the 
United States, touch inf at P&kar and the n npe Verde Is¬ 
lands* 

The Commission consists of r r Palknar, ,r r Sale and 

* 

£r Scott; r r Finch is the Sec- tary and Captrln Cloroan, 

* 

Mentor Ashburn and T Flower are attached to the Co:imisBioiv 
* 

r ^allmer, 1 believe t has had considerable experience in 
fioagei 1 natters and was a member of the Education Com- 
- nits ion In orto lire, Ho has, l should think, plenty of 
common sense. ? r Sale is a Canadian by birth and a 

v Cl 

schoolmaster by profession and thought* He is connected 
with the American Home 'lesion Society whic* controls a 
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Of * cine 'loro nc *ro Hon the neyro* r rests ie a oul&ttq 
anc% an sec ettsy to "r. cooker *ashinrton, io a bcliev r 
In the industrial sdao tlon nd the gradual mental elsv- 
t\ m of his raroj he In a fluent epeakor and, I should 
a o -neorc rad haaert j an* 

■ On their arrival at * r nrovla, the ro nlssion ere 










-.ooed at tho rtumth of thoir reception and at tho 


■. 'ttOT in whlr’i they were regarded as tho potential 

’ 

sot 1 • ■;re tho HiyiWtUf however they very soon adapted 
th^zmolvee to thoir ourroundinrs an* have played 'he part 
of nodi In t with Ormt ritatn i* that of JSiort, wi:;h so ;o 
sucrons* 

SQr own relations with the Oocgsiseion WOM quit 
friendly and I *avn therj all the Information 1 coul 9 
especially with regard to matters connce cd with tho Jud® 
ieiafy anl rie ' roa eonou^itj# Tho fiti trei 1 '.mostlone 
I left, oc fr.r ae possible, to **r lacjont and I encloco a 
copy of a letter -ivlnr tho fin: t a eonr m tlon he had 

e 

••.- v-.- r o 1 Bn c UllU be Vieo»Coneul f T^r* 


t* rime, n«v ’ no -t the Tfberlnr.tr rtn, nueeoodrrt, I ho?e t 
in onllfjitcnir.r: the Ootanlcflitm or the nor 1 aal 
■Idea of their character and was enabled, sy hin ■ 1 ' 

of r ce rt * vm:r: ft- ' of the inner life of the poo It, to 
direct the attention of the Cornlralonere towards unoff- 
icJUil sourcen of infor .atl n r' tr thsy i ht otherwise 
hove overlooker!* 

* * 

The greater part of *ho ti e of the f*o nlsu '.on p * o”» 

evf*r* ononis to hive been or>ont is invest i> .tiny th< con» 

9 \ 

duct of affaire in tho v.iri n*o public office a, particularly 


in 









in th2 Treasury aqd i llatonine to riow of th« ’'ln- 
Istero end HMbsrs of tho Legislature, an-’ fro r—Mi ca 

* I 

Which :j*o let fall on various occasions* 1 gathsfed that* 
strove too question of Groat Erltein 1 # reoont policy cane 
up 9 too opiui na cx rcseod to too Cocraiseioncro showed* in 
every c.^O| if not hostility lo toe prin iplea actuation 
t ': : liey f at any rata do op ro&cntzaont towards too mans 
cr.-plo;,‘ei! in a‘toc5>tin- to oarry it out. 

X do not knov; loot actions f e Coirtlcsioners 

reodved In too United States tel 1 Assam that the: worts 
told to study the conditions of (M poo-lc and their adoin- 

iotratlvo aethoda and •ro’bahly to cvrrco* co :c ri- s 

* 

whereby* in conjunction with Great Britain and Trance f ton 

ay a tea of lOTemiJcnt could c 1:ror tv-' ** too fir. trees 

* . 

placed ^ tor, Jlro Llberi ne convinced tha isclvoo to t 

« 

mission had com to sit in Judgment on roat Brit¬ 
ain, to gnijv t c the i l^grlty of ttolr frontier:. t .v * 
to put a nay into their tre rury, ar.d I to irJ: that the 
roiinliisl tuaif S| ccpocir'lly 7r Eulc* were to a certain extent 

I * 

Influenced by to ace convictions and ere inclined to re- 

• . t:-.~ . lurSag th.' MdOc p«*i tf (felil Vlait r.t 

any rate, in the ligjht of champions of tbs SpppSM* . 

'too ten ur of the cpoocbcc toich \rora sirde by I Iberians 

• 

at the only Don*offici 1 reception riven In honour of too 

Csmiaatonore was In this sense end too aliened action of 

• 

the Coir wider of & wi iifi gunboat* She in 1 '7 In stated 
to have offered to anoint too hibrlanc against the abor* 
irinoe if ihoy wt-uld allow Li to hoist the rltiito f eg 

on a onall piece of 1 m 4 nac quotas, preourhbly to demon- 

. 

struts to tho r r visitors the dif ictltlco wit!: Which they 


have 












have had to contend in maintaining their independence and. 
Incidental!, how well they have succeeded in their task* 
-ho speeches were y.oct veri able clap-trap an1 Ur' n t 9 I 
sun obc, i pro re Vo C^rdnol ncre any norc than they did 
ne; I hav only referred to then an r. indication of V o 

fteoeral fccltn of the corle and of the atoosi>co with 

* 

which the Co: ni £33 loners were su fed* 

. ihj Co ieoi n o aahod *je if I c uld. explain exactly 

v 

W:at the view: o the Brit-Iab Covcrnoeht were ta i fi re yard 
to the r of the Judiciary, 1 te&d them that, bo far 

• 4 

as I *:no , t o desire was for the appointment of an lur- 
ope an or an ieprioati a© a lo a adviser and that he, when 
bin* of , ro 1 ( ’to heat able to udre of 'at wan actually 
reouired to purify the administration of justice* In a 
*r*nor 1 ay I sur^otod hat the niriber of Cadres oh Id 
b Jiininhod an‘ ihn salaries increased and that litIrakis 
oho :1 * have thn f 'hire slur the It; cal adviner an ’ 

of hrln^ing to hie notice cases of mieearrla^e of ueticc* 
As regards the flintier question, I informed the cor- 
:l sion that ac they f oin t: if:rr:, hco e, V c; 

would he ;.bio to discuss tho nautor at first i :ic? ith r 
Prolp, but I o nnot say hat I a#r o with tho attitude 
Which the latter has taken u . In a despatch addressed 
lo ,o 4 !’r Probyn otaton- 11 Aa you arc aware, the frontier 

questions referred to ire quire cattle: jont not do uch on 

* 

cJi;n u of th ir importance as because It lo desirable 
'\\L all caams of friction cr misunderstand lug ch n if f»o 

remove*" and further- U I anticipate that the Co: 'iceion 

* 

"ill be ablo to obtain m h full information with respect 
to the frontier quantises in Monrovia that they think 
It quite unnecessary to ^rolon^ the voyage*.. .back- to 

, ?r*"cto-n 




















r otown ,p * An re *arto too <s # ”r $ 9 € 

c *3« ho lent Juafie -f the lnportanco of the frontier 

question, Vat t can assure hia that tl I Ibnrlana consider 

* 

it to he the most iirrp rt&nt ynoptlon of rll* xhej are 
wwttitrtf bam per ottered theoMles into believing* 
th.'vt * 1" ^ r \ct lea3 r>" 1' c t • ir n # *ofor c .;■ nTQ ore*! 

by i?e haa been entire! tee to £fc§ a tltudo Of real Bftt# 

* 

a * n » c^prsnsad I ■ 6Vttsf| in respec t to (2 ms o'cupetiw 
of ?*anro T* . It is -.or ' n ;S3»iUc that thir con» 
vi tl of t-v Uteri ik id in tho n tuir of n afl r* 
thou ht^ bo aegr case it is f mi they 

7 | I an wn | hap ; lonorp with theii 

vi ■ u* 

She MoXitHS of the Treaeury, tho aooi p 
rtti-Suropenn in the flows rre aBnt* «ed the • ''enfir ! 

loft ton uiotly for II r.'-o:-: J; ' ••■:• 

4 

W» of tho CoacsjMloB and am. no doubt ( la -mrc 
741}’. att neat tj :-e, Elth ugh I do not exactly neo h w 

t 'ls ia Roin to arclat their crau e. {n*any coco, i- say 
”i n # it will be a groat pit;' if, .n r- • nihlc 
from another paragraph in hio 1 nr to no, ohyn ia 

!o ‘o wool the Con loot \ m 

# 

With regard to tho ''too Coast, I c.xplained to tho 

** 

o:. icoion ha nr turn of our internal in tho peo 1c 
t rc irOiiti^rt to hioh the, w^ns Tcin’ ouhjectccl y the 
T ibc:* 1 ‘n c %er*ui'Mit* rio ^ct io:i of ‘ * a.naaorii f the 

14er v Do. *>atrr linn !cndo f unfort lately t a eertain 

* 

plate!'lencot to pc T ibori proonntatioa of the aG f 

*■ 

eni they c n point out t' 1 t If thooo onup 1 in oncrationo 


rr-re 




















t 



6 . 



worn forbid* ’ sdv 7 Vv? su 11 e stepped* the action they 
urn neu ttU:lnr TOtald he rendered unnecoeBJ ry an* th t the 
, in ord^r to obtain What they want, ividd TOlcwae, 

?r at any rate tolcratcr, the presence ef Xib -ri n Ccn» 
raiesioncr an? tV*t ports o'* c-fry covl ‘ t v rn be open d in 

thsir. country* position y tale© *’ * a 1 in r x/ 

■ 

opinion they Hnv coae ri,-ht >n tbeir as the to h 

* elate Which ic not even r 1? erod. to lu&o nor f the noons 
at its disposal to control its rebclll its subjects, is f as 
I have said, plausible enough ms la bound to influence 
the jude—nt of the ''ominaioners who ore not in r. position 

* to roc Into corn rtly t s o :rue reason underlying the 

desire of the £11 nhs to ob' control of the ck y # 

At their request, I -anre the CMBtlnlOMn rto* 
nil vi-..- of the nltuatlon an’, o the ’ypothenie tv-.t f" 

R * 

• a'^fiTrrn of fiber! n i^orau<1cr?o "an political!;.* rM 
sontinontall r' -siroublc. I indie tee the >bat'«clcn ‘-h 
any oyetna of reform *rould tav* to ffircoro ^ fore ITCH 
1 iberli could lie so ~ioi©ntly eduoute{I to stand al no* 

T pointed out the chan © rhtrh had a— ar utly tejmn 
‘lac© Sa h© eh v • ec and a lies of the T,1‘ rinnn h.rin- 
the last sixty years* 'Pie Object ifiieh the philunthro- 
piste, who first organised the schcoc of settlooont, uuc- 
ousicbly had in vi ztt tras to assist She aaigr&nta, who hoi 
acquired at least t ''0 r^dLnontc of nivillaati n in the 
Qni*od Sta.cs, to build u a nation foracd of 0.1 clicks 

4 

of society* The plonoers of the raovoiaont appear to hist© 
realised their hoarse; Chcy apnn r to have boon Ct pa Is 
of c rr/In out all hr crUn ry functions of a self- 

4 

contained 















contained cc unity and rsuat h«r Includfd won vhoir 
number p cfcsslonal nen ft tradesmen, ar la no, n' labour- 
; * If this assumption ia ''orrect and if the oionocr 

arsttlora did indeed w rk wi^h their hands, their deacon- 

* 

dam a hare c aned to do eo; they &nw r in end the wort: of 
their laborers rrho re dnwri frea the nboriiral porul* 
ation and ho, according to report! are nlrvoa in fact if 
not ir nm& and, if reeving arc dzqr guide, they superin- 
toad then adly* She aborigines wort: i c land; people 
from Accra work the sea; ' ; traders are chiefly Burop- 

4 

•an and the artisans arc r. elves of the neighbouring col¬ 
on of gierra leone* t tried to fInd out hat the 

* 

Xiborlan doeo for a living and I hate been Onau o refill* 

■tat hn *inhe» to ^o in lo heeono a lawyer or to obtain an 
>ointnnnt t however onall, in the service of 'ovcm- 
^ , The com unitor has in fact *«cooe an oil c 1 •, an 
ol rpreh:* of a few thousand aliens "hick in attempting to 
govern a v ry tmdh larger mpulati ?h of aborigine a and e 

are to assist thorn In this attempt* c ire oin * to try 

* 

and olrtt^r u this deteriorating race which io LaheuaBd * 
to ork so aa to enable then to control and tax a very 
nuc i yore numerous and perhape an equally moral opulatlon, 

i 

they, the aliens, eon live o the proceeds# 

» 

]i • Is ent - et *• . v .r mm a £9 is I up s abor¬ 
iginal population to a c rill minority tfhich h a not os yet 
given evidence of any capacity to govern or of ary civil- 
lrdn * quail ion Ln respect to other races and bore con- 
caption of government is liuitnd to the taxation of others* 
hmr nvgtcm of refor whi^h node for a continuance of 

this 


_ 











this state would be tetrad cnronV.r-itly to fa 11 iuid t stated 
that p in opinion* the only eolation* if there is ono* 
of the problem an to fo .nl ift tho fusion of the creoles 
and Uiq natAven *rvi t‘*ia r ., V <* education of the 1 tter :\nd 

9 

their act it salon to parllcipat ior in the t TOverm ent of .the 
ceumry oho la ‘ -v ii&in rinci 1c or th co to chot; 
the work was e itod* 4 It i7ill be in this that the 
:* ateet difficTiltio© and the uoot ueri uu ebetnclca will 
bo enco vin attest in to convince trio creole o % - 
ul t.V .>:j 'hat he; hevo no: f Ivon evidence o ' sufficient 
qurlifloatiORa to justify their boinr; peruittod* •» ft sep¬ 
arate claae* t overa Mid control ■ Inhabitants of the 
r ,, m on experiment* they wsrc enc^ura^cd to 
octtin, I did not tell Co®©! slots that I thought the 
i^Cit vail’ Vo :i surcjr.r even if thin fnoi^n to re accocs- 

plir • t do n >t ic for a znoeaoni tft it it will be ft 

success* 7 owing to the numerical weakness of 

the rrcolOD n* the eoprx hical pecition of tv country 

# 

T U-.rl \ ' o—'* .v ic not a cocond *aytl* buat ill if 
/Sr Mtfttft arid the United States arc deter: A^cd to cx~ 

:-:i ,?ist si 11 - a as an inie -tl T t oepro stated the 

principle which jh<uld .^uido Use eaporluent v:o 11 aoen to 
lit: in the education o' the aborigine side side 1th 
the creole and not In an attempt to or ate a nort of 
Crown Colo l fo.' s of Cavern* oni witli uu nonro in 'ha noo- 
ill n o\ ‘the In iuh or French* 

If Liberia io to bo ft Bspubii * let it \»c 1 ;■ 

Republic ae possible; if p on who other hand* It le to 
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re:..a in &r\ oligarchy. 1. is o l.y justice to l.'ia r. tivos of 

- » 

t c count -y that the gOTorr. nr class should be chosen for 
Hr. ability to r vera an' t in that ease. It cannot be 
chosen fro:n a^or the Ai;-srico-H'.ibcr irui r ?d1cc. 

I h:\vc the hen sr to bc t 

Sir,. • 

ft 

Youn £30nt obedient* 

* 

hi-abls Servant, 

> 

i * 





. . 













IMSM in ' r a1 or *T0 67 of ,f ay 29th f 1909* 


/•o ?lna:‘oi4 Advin 1 r to . o or :tl tor.. 0:7 Liberia, 

t o "1 c '-Jpot; # r? 1 oner 

* * 7UCT 2Xrt 1*1009- 

nir:- 

I J-.-.t t. o honour to rorvert th .t l-st CT>nin I he*! 
io~. r ’ lapnunl oo v rr tion with vr ?aifc»r t chair- 

\n i-o ’Jnl^or? Stft're " r: te-’lon O” vari . 0 ua tors In 

''OH '-'c' io ' with tty? Pepublie. It a; •'ntorsiot yo to 

. 

•**•* o-ioio no T eitaftooft in the c urne our conversation* 
thtc v T - cry 1: stc- 1 fret* 7 r # ru to l a, n# 

*r T vjjner* hw V cn fo~ ifloi^iDr -Mention in 

Cor ~ tc^ who - ^ terrier? In-f'Tonco bar hr n 1 r 1 - 

fc 

traduce 4 i" the Oovernrmtt* The ^eadc of Dopartnen f o are 

* 

tv-, Ary* clonic ‘ho ^ru y B?atc ri t¥ ^cuti/yo Council 

/ r roir: ru’ a * jnrity by 7 voice to f '’ante Hie^n* they 
are Difli enabled to carry ill moot e ensured they want* 
4 7 ?ru';h ear'cndifure ban to be approved by the o c of 
prefix yea* He oxpreoR^d the opinion that thoro are 
too muty officials In the Cabinet and general adaihiotro** 
tion *m 4 systcr. of ovemrent in too cur:br un for 

a tr cl’ stat" 11V? * 

« 

Wit’ rssp'^t to The fflifiriic cf *hr forci -r. loanc Of 

* 

the crttbllr* the vie t endeavoured o inorc -n aa heir 
loo ifartce in flO out Md the annual oblige 

at ion £ in tha^ey of interest and olrJrin ■ f ndo rare no 
bu itiatever (A |000<* 00 0 04 fith a furtono 

revenue of at lor.rt .r70 t 000 pr num* I an glad to mqt 

* 

he 





























" lally e*!dor: d $• vl~‘c and n n no f ir to c;' that 
thn foi-ci n oreu broncen et' 'iborla are not '-hero .ho 

oao of ho • unstable ftnanei.a' bate nust bo souf'bt f r. 
tha ^Uei$? n iir rts^l .and li r in ..he ba*' iconar-naant of 
the Treasury an- 1 finance 8 here on the o; -*# 3.3 er 


had &roareniX;.* -ct a po n-* idea of the imperfect ono of the 
Treasury here an 1 l cl eve t *o Secretary the fro;.ry 
h 10 '.lift■ -a .her concealed 1 io deflci nclot* 


; 'r J# also cxpreened the desire to have the p 

o 

o the in ;rort nnd rinkin ** fund of the rlv'^cr loan 
ndjuoiod so Of to oho the burden of paying the IQ 7 on 

s n Of I SootorJ vinos over £10*000 p*a* lees 


an it la under tho prose t Aurora© . 1 ;n fa 

a 

a neaou o I w gos ted t-> the ’overnsioiit resell six aonihs 
/to an-! it ha© boon put into of c'fc with nood reaulta 
dMMfi altho* • nil 1 Hire oorjc further nodlflca- 
tt^ns which entire! cr> ?n* the solves to :e n 1 hie 1 ' 
soot wit 1 ' Tlrl^nro 1 a -^vrl* 




it 


"e -^roaaed *’io opinion that thf ot: 5 c t of -on- 
oohidatinf t .n ^oroipn loans 1 71 an** I. r -Qf *\an no one 


whin* ' o rro-noced to indicate an nacc: ary one! r coarse 


u 1 os A ierlc desires to ausumm the lo;, T h e and probably 
ro -1 -crcclf t?it other Potsora it :>uld servo o uee* 
ful sM| too an ud bur do a its points io on his 

•core only fCL ,010 and pronenfce no difficulty* 

Thera wort: 0 he r* joint 0 dlseuaacd and qy injure sc ion 
ic th t t J X nor will arrive and has arrived out ccn« 
cli.cions oi liar' to hoao that have h en co lon.p pressed 
u noccns wry in this coun ry* I woo very favourably law 

rnrjacd on 4 ait very hopeful that tha boat roeulte will 
spring from this on uiry* 

(Signed} 


* * 3 








